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man who had, in the early 
part of life, enjoyed all t 
ſures, yet kept free from t 
baucheries of the age. 

independent fortune, wit 
cantile employment, enabl 
to live in a very genteel ta 


of that anxious care which en- 


groſſes ſo: much of the minds of 
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R. Bemont was a gentle- 
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ſome ; whilſt, at the ſame time, 
the regularity with which he con- 
ducted all his affairs, kept him 
clear of that thoughtleſs diſſipa- 
tion, by which ſo many others 
are reduced from a ſtate of afflu- 
ence to dependence and want. 


HE ied his affections on a 
young lady whoſe fortune was 
nearly equal to his own; and be- 
ing happy enough to make his 
overtures agreeable to the amiable 
Clarinda, they paſſed their time 
in an uninterrupted ſtate of tran- 
quillity and happineſs for upwards 
of eight years. But who can tell 

what is in the womb of provi- 
dence | Mrs. Bemont 8 conſtitu- 
. tion, 


[4 


tion naturally weak, was not 
ftrengthened by bearing children. 
faſt; though all who ſurvived their 


mother were one ſon and two 
daughters; in ſhor t, ſhe fell into 
a decline. 


e poſible means was wid 
for her recovery, but in vain; ſhe 
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ſtruggled with the Aattering diſs 


order little more than a twelve 
month, and died in child-bed, ex- 


ceedingly regretted by all her ac- 
quaintance. But who can paint 
the ſorrow that rent the breaſt of 
Mr. Bemont, in whom were united 


e © e 
; MEFS 6 
the tender huſband and the farts \ 


ful friend? He gave himſelf up 
to fuch exceſs of grief, as left him 
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in a i ſtate but little better than the 
dear partner of his life. But as 
time wore on, the little pleg ges 
of. their mutual affection drew his 
attention, and ſhared, between 
them, the love he bore their 1 in- 
9 in mother. i NE 
He recollected himſelf, as Som 
a trance, and catching them al- 
ternately in his arms, bathed tliem 
with his tears, and exclaimed, 
« How can I with for death, tho 
it were to join my Clarinda, and 
leave theſe innocents without a 
guardian, in the midſt of a world 
of wickedneſs and vice, where in- 
nocence in diſtreſs is the common 
{port of thoſe abandoned wretches, 
| who. 
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who take every advantage of vir- 
tue unprotected? To whom ſhall 
they lift up their hands for help, 
if not to their father? Ves, my 
children, I will live, live happy, 

live content; hence forward ſhall 
my care of you evince the love 1 

bore your exalted modher.” : 


-Hle then eric for them: a 
careful perſon under his own roof, 
to initiate his daughters into that 
part of female education, to which 
a man may very well be ſuppoſed 


a ſtranger; and quitting the noiſe 


and tumult of the city, he retired 
to a little retreat in the country, LY 
where, in ſolitude, he ſpent the fk 
a B * > "a0917 
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' remainder of his years, which _ 
proved not to be many. 


His fon, who was the eldeſt of 
bis children, was between four 
and five years of age, when he 
-þ was much noticed by a neighbour-_ 
ing lady of diſtinguiſhed fortune 
and merit. She often ſent and 5 
requeſted his company for dayͤs 
together, and he never failed to 
return with preſents of much 
greater value than are generally 
given to children of his age. 


This paſſed on for a time, till 
one evening, as Mr. Bemont was 1 
in his garden, ſeated beſide a little 
rivulet which ſeparated it froma 

7 tine 6; 
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fine meadow, he looked up and 
ſaw a lady coming towards him, 4 
elegant in attire, and of a perſann 
no leſs formed for admiration. Nor 
As ſhe approached, Mr. Bemont 

aroſe, and going towards his un- 

known viſiter, reſpectfully bowed ; 

and the lady, with a bluſh, which 

ſerved as an heightener of her 

—_— thus i; 58 
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180 Sir,” 5 ſaid ſhe, #8 you are no 
doubt, ſurprized to have your 
hours of retirement broke i in up- 
on by a ſtranger, and that with 
ſo little ceremony; butc you are 
to know that my requeſt 18 f 416 ¶ N 
very particular a nature, that! 
can take no denial; at the ſame 0 
| B 4 ._- 7, mon 
- Nog 
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= time] fear it will never be com- 
| pb : : ; | vg e d W ith. . 


1 « What, 7 «Laid Mr. | ian. 
can ſuch a lady aſk that man 
can 3 was it even life itſelf?“ 


1 


2111 8 is little leſs,” replied the 

- lady, «it: is the gift of the lovely 
Partner. of my leiſure hours, it is 
Ai little Charles. 


8 Nye child! FF Vids Mr. Bethorit 
in ut *.he is more than life 
to me, in him there ſhines forth 
all his mother's graces, every win- 
"oF ning ſmile, every amiable virtue- 
3 13 is growing with his tender years; 
they tend, at leaſt, to alleviate 
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my ſorrows, if not to compleat 
my joy. Is there no other re- 
queſt? Dear lady, there is not any 
thing elſe in the world I would 


deny, but in this I muſt be ex- 
euled;” 


Mr. Bemont knew not, till then, 
he had any thing on earth he ſet 
a ſufficient value on to compen- 
| fate for thedloſs of his Clarinda, , gr 
N that he could not uu with. 
The * pe W «i 
concerted at the denial, but le- 
mained filent. 


. ene ſurely be offend- 
1 madam,” ſaid Mr. Bemont, 
4 N | B 1 RN IS that | 


* 8 
PUR WOES >> tk 


pany.” 
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that I chuſe myſelf to be the 
guardian of theſe innocents; but” 
taking her by the hand —“ is 
there nothing elſe, my fair incogni- 
to, you can name, in which I can 


oblige you? How happy is my 


Charles, at ſo early a period of 
his life, to be the darling of your 
ſex! There is a lady, unknown 
to me in perſon, but her accom- 
pliſhments, by report, not much 
inferior to thoſe you appear to 
poſſeſs, claims much of his com- 


* 


1 = Know then” ſaid the lady, | 
I am that happy woman, Mr. 
| Bemont, I muſt have your Charles 


and 
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and mine, — indeed I cannot, can- 
not be denied. 15 74 


% Madam,” replied Mr. Be- 


mont, what can I infer from 
ſo preſſing, and yet ſo ſtrange a 
requeſt? If I had a heart to diſ- 
1 poſe of, I would lay it at your 


feet; and you ſhould command 
both him and me: But, alas! 


my very ſoul lies burjed with my 


'£ larinda. You have charms, ma- 


dam, that might enſlave a mo- 


; narch, but I am loſt to ne IR 


He pauſed—ſhe, for a moment, 
owe" bluſhed. 
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and diſpleaſure. 


the green with ſpeed, ſtepped in- 
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Sir, faid ſhe, © you are a 
. for mankind ; ; it 18 s pity. , 
880 faying, ſhe darted from him, b 
with eyes mixed with tenderneſss 


He followed her | 
ſteps, but in vain; ſhe traverſed 4 


to her carriage, and the horſes, * |; 
" ſeeming to partake of the. reſent- 1 


ment of their miſtreſs, immedi- 1 
ately conveyed the fair viſitant out - 


of his ſight; and left Mr. Be- a 
mont to ruminate at leiſure on an 
3 adventure, 
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| adventure, which bore rather the 


appearance of A viſion than a 2 
1 N 


* 


He had Ken little more of her 


face than a glance as ſhe left him, 
as ſhe had on a ſhade with which 


ſhe nearly covered it; but he had 
ſeen enough to aſſure him, that 


her countenance was as lovely as 


her perſon was genteel. He hat 
not hitherto made any enquiry 1e 


ſpecting his ſon's fair friend, but 
his curiofity was now excited, and 3 


he ordered little Charles to come 5 


in, and made him give as good an 


account as he could reſpecting 


her; but could only learn, that 


her tenderneſs to him was not for 
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s aid, he did indeed love Miſs Mon- 
” _ | tague, for ſhe uſed to talk all day 
4 would often kiſs 


dv 
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41 ba,” added the child, << let me 
. Ky to her, for I am ſure ſhe 
me dearly, and you too; and ſhe 
: will love my fitters Fann: 
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prattle of little Charles, 
left Mr. Bemont no room to doubt 
motive Miſs Montag \ ic had in 


# 


means e to marry again; 


| ſuch overtures, from a lady of 
' r fortune, appeared to him very 
nF T* 


! 
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- | myſterious; as indeed it muſt tõ 
- | 93 Fa all who were. unacquain d with 
Mr. Bemont. He was 1 in 8 my 
prime of life, and poſſe a per- 

ſon which few could. excel; to 


l which was joined a character, that 
rendered him valued and reſpect- 7 
ed by all who knew him 


: = \ \ 


His Charles had miſſed, for 


NF fomedays, to viſit his 
one morning, as 


20 
9 = were at beg 
ſingle glance on 
am come, my dear, aid 


de - Tre Fortune 8sisT Es. 
7 the child, „to aſk your papa to 


ſpare you for a few hours, to di- 
vert my melancholy ; ;Sut'I fear 
* Wl my 8 is too bold to be com- 
8 plied with.” The raifing her 
eyes towards him, with a ſu ppli- 

aid, ein, 


= _ rating look, ſhe 


= fir, refuſe me that ſmall favour? ??? 
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16 THE SORTUNATE SISTERS, 
_ aſks ſo ſmall a boon ?---No, my rh 
© Clarinda is mine, and I am her's;. 
one tomb holds us, both here I 
only exiſt— with her I live.— But, 
reſumed he, friendſhip, that balm 
of life, which heals the deepeſt 
- wounds; friendſhip may yet be 
Hurs.—1 ſometimes may rehearſe, 
with her, how delightfully the 
hours paſſed on with my Clarinda. 
 —Relating pleaſures paſſed, may 
| make fancy renew thoſe joys * : 
With theſe and broth like | re- 
| fleftions, the day declined, the 
_ evening approached, and neither 
©. Charles or the lady appeared. The 
night came on, when Mr. Bemont 
{nod a ſervant to bring home 


1 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS, 19 | 
his ſon. But words are wanting 1 
to expreſs his aſtoniſhment, when 
the ſervant returned with news | 
that the houſe was ſhut up, and 

no inhabitant there. On further 
enquiry he learned, the family 
quitted it that forenoon, but to 
what part of the country they WM 


were gone, he could not hear. 
| | „„ 


As it was too late to make any 
further purſuit that might, Mr. * 
Bemont went himſelf earlxsthe 
next morning, but he returned 
- without any matter for conſola- Fo 
tion. By his moſt diligent: ne. M4 
quiries, he could gain no account '.. MS 
of what road ſhe had taken; bas. eg 
only learned, that ihe had refided 0 . TY 


* 


1 * 20 mTHE FORTUNATE SISTERS, 
in that houſe about nine months, 
_ and that her character was as 
amiable as her perſon was lovely; 
and that ſhe was reputed to bein 
| "8 poſſeſſion of an handſome inde- 
1 pendent fortune. 
Various were the conjectures of 
— Ip Mr. Bemont upon this uncom- 
HY mon occurence; and many were 
1 his ſelf-reproaches for the coolneſs 
: == off hi His behaviour to a lady, who 
ES -- ſeemed fo worthy of his regard. 
At times, upon recollection of the 
= whole affair, he would conclude, 
_— . that one worthy of a return of 
1 love would not ſo far caſt off all 
regard to the object of her eſteem, 
as to leave him to linger out a 
_ 5 life 
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| life of miſery and deſpair, by de- « 


priving him of a child whom he 
{o tenderly loved, and at the ſame 
time withdrawing herſelf from that 

return of affection, which a fur ther 
acquaintance might have merited: 
from which he concluded, that 


ſhe would fo far follow the dic- 
tates of her heart, as not to leave 
him without conſolation. unden 


the lois of: = 


AW 


Büt when one week vaniſhed. 
and another advanced, one month 


and then another revolved with- 3 
out any news of the fair fugitive, 1 
or her companion, he ſunk intod 
a ſettled melancholy. His ſelf- 


reproaches with regard to his care- 
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| | in thus abandoning 
3% 1 bis ſon to the dif 

ger, together with the loſs of his 
fs : _ Clarinda, came like a mountain 
" 1 on his foul [ till, overwhelmed 
with forrow and defpair; he bade 
diy to comfort. 


IIIs little daughters grew in age, 
in bea and in every elegant 

; accompliſhment; and ſeemed to 
vie with each other, which ſhould 
prove the finer flower. 
eye beheld them with admiration, 
vrhile their father, paternal as was 
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$4: os love to them, was the only 
manner, ap- 
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Mr. Bemont lan guiſhed under 
this life of miſery for near two 
years, when one evening as he 
was walking acroſs ſome mea- 
| dows near his httle cottage, ab- 
ſorbed in thought, he went on 
further and further, till a rifing 
hill ſtopped his progreſs. That 
melancholy, which had ſo long 
preyed upon his tpirits, had alſo 
| Wo exhauſted his ftrength,- that 
finding himſelf unable to afcend, . 
'| he ſat himſelf down upon the turf ** 
do reſt. When riſing to return, 
| an unuſual curioſity prompted 
him to aſcend the hill; and being 
eiuer ready to follow the dictates 
of a powerful inclination, Me: 
proceeded on his walk, and by 7 
HS 7 2 — 
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; Eexrecs reached the ſummit of the 
riſing. ground, and never, as he 
often ſaid, ſaw ſo beautiful a val- 
ley as then diſcloſed itſelf to his 
view. Hedeſcended by eaſy ſteps, , 
ſerenaded on every fide by feather- 
ed choriſters, who were pouring 
forth their evening ſongs of praiſe . 
to that beneficent Being who ſup- 
pulieth all their wants. He at 
. length arrived at a place Which, 
for ſize, ſeemed a cottage, but for 
elegance a magnificent villa; in- 
. Cloſed, as 1t were, by woodbine 
> and jeſſamin. The beauty of the 
whole ſtructure ſpoke the inha- 
bitants of no mean bir th. Over- 
taken by a haſty ſhower, and find- 
ing an open door, Mr. Bemont 
. wanted 
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wanted not an invitation, and be- 

ing much fatigued, he took ſhel- 
ter in * 1 ; 


ls had not boon long dated 1 
? then, when a gentleman came 
and politely inſiſted on his walk-, 
4 ing into an adjoining room, beg- 
ging him to make as free in his 
R houſe as if it were his own; with. 
which requeſt Mr. Bemont readily. 
complied. On further conyerſa- 
tion, he thought he ſomewhere. re- 
membered the gentleman, though | 
he could not recollect the time or 
| place where he had ſeen bim. 
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As ſoon as the ſhower v was over! 4 
Mr. Bemont was conducted b; 
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his friend to a final, But: = neat 
ſummerchouſe. YO BT e 


Here,“ ſaid he, © I ſpend 
many hours, which, thox 


Itary, I cannot but look back 
upon with pleaſure —yet the lively | 
converſation of a ſincere friend, 
would certainly render it ſome- 
times 1 more ien Pf ef! 


* . 


* 
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I know. not, 1 fad Mr. Be- 
mönt, from whence it ariſes, 
Whether from ſympathy or in- 
tereſt, but 1 think I ſhould be a 
gainer if you Would take me for 
that friend. I live on the other 
fide of Four elightful valley, and- 
uy Kabitation 18 juſt obſeured 


from 
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from ſight by the brow of yonder 
hill; and if you will oblige me 
tage 1 ſhall TP: to: deſerve 4 the 
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8 1 bare ſpent wrecks: and 
months,; replied the gentleman, 
in this recluſe habitation; un- 
knowing and unknown; but ſome-: 


thing within whiſpers me, I ſhall 


think — hours e n meet 
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— Snider appointed, the 
two friends parted; and Mr. Be- 


mont returned home. When he 
arrived there, he was informed, 


a gentleman had al who! 
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umoſt importance, but that as it 
calling again, as he knew not 


f it could be that in ſuch haſte had 
found out that habitation, to which 
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din a violent haſte; and ſaid, 
"me was of great value to 
- kim» that his buſineſs; was of the 


was to Mr. Bemorit alone, he: 
could not. leave the partic ulars 
wath any- other perſon; neither 
could he appoint any time for 


if that might ever be in his power. 
Mr. Bemont was totally incapable 
af forming any conjecture who ik 


none but his moſt intimate alſo- 
clates erer came er Ee 
18 TW ood, nen an 
kt th the by arrived, and. 
[new etquaintance: kepthis ap-: 


point- 
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intment with Mr. Bemont. After 
a al mer compoſed of all the little 
4 pancies the country afforded, 
and the chicarful glaſs was'circu- 
lating, ©. I ſhould be happy 
ſaid Mr. Bemont, « if you, my 
friend, for ſuch I will call you, 
becauſe I know I deſerve: your 
friendſhip, would make me the 
- confidant. of your ſtory ; mine, 
indeed, is a life of ſolitary grief; 


I be permitted to bear a part, 
and eaſe my friend, I —_— be 5 


happy,” 


© 


T have: 18 i ſaid the 
1 in the narrative of 


you, too, ſeem to labour under 
ſome heavy burthen; and might 
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my life; that can afford you any 
ſatisfaction; neither indeed is-it 
worth relating; but ſuch as it is, 
my friend ſhall have it faithfully 
recited; yet not in hope to have 
my troubles leſſened, ſince nothing 
leſs than the calling back of time, 
ean —_ the on of ** 2 


0 


= |. Lids. ene: reptied; 400 cer- 
_ . Fs Hy ſhould be gratified, in being 
thought 1 ha his? _ 
= : ; dence. 1 1 


-Þ 


E My father,” rent IJ“. 

* gentleman, ce was a conſiderable 

merchant in London, and having 
acquired a genteel fortune, he re- 
tired into the weſt of England. 
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He had two ſons, of whom I am 


the eldeſt, and one daughter. My 


father ſpared neither pains nor 
expence to give us an education 


equal to the fortune he deſigned 
us. My mother died when I was 
about eighteen years of age; my 


brother was only ten months 


younger than myſelf, but my ff. 
ter near three years. The lovely 


Mira was the joy of my heart, and 5 
the pride of our family; and even 
the moſt envious of her female 


competitors, could not but ad- 
knowledge her without an equal. 
She was, by many, ſought in mar⸗ 


riage, but no one found worthy - 


of her love; and ſhe could not be 
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induced to give her hand where 
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Paſſion, and each of the numerous 
{train of her admirers, was difcard- 


hy: ed 255 eee 
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* My Ie who teh lor- 


wy my mother, ſurvived her only 


-a few months. Hunting one fa- 


3 tal day, his horſe, in leaping; miſ- 
1 ſed his aim, and threw him, by 
„Wich he got a wound in his 
head. Under this misfortune, he 
languiſhed for three days, when 
committing the lovely Mira to my 
care, which precious truſt I re- 


ceived upon my knees, he bleſſed 
us, and committing his ſoul into 
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WW her heart was an alien: She was 
ms yet 4 ſtranger to the tender 
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1 ments; and Mr. Simmons, which 
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| the hands of a merciful God, ex- 
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« I ſettled our affairs with all 


Lene, 
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up to London, thinking! it a much .- j | 
more ſuitable place for my lovely 3 | 

fiſter to appear in; and eſpecially 1 
as the principal gentleman who 
was left in truſt for us, was reſi- 5 0 
dent there, and he had expreſſed F "* 767 190 #4 
with to have. us near him. | 
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2 He took a ſinall houſe at Ma- = 1 
rybone, where we lived. My Bee 2 
Us though ſo young, was no ſtran- 1 
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ger. to the, domeſtic accompliſh- _— 
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was the We 85 our guardian, 
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| ſciences agreeable to her taſte, = 
pecially aſtronomy, of which ſhe 
was very fond. She was ſoon < 


A tour with the fon; of: an inti- 
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frequently viſited us. As 1 An- 
cerely loved my ſiſter, I Was 
never ſo happy as when in her 


company ; and at times inſtructed 5 | 4 


her in muſie, painting, and other 


ſurrounded with fuitors —peet's 
would have thought 'themſelves 
| honouref by her hand; but ſtill 
the remained untnoved. She had 
not yet ſeen the man why could | 
make her ha ppy. 15 1 
e il, anod E 

40 uh Woche Was At cus tine 
in F landers, whither he'\ went 33 


mate ac "At W of my father s, 15 
per | attended 
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7 attended d by his tutor. We lived 5 
happy beyond the experience of 
moſt; yet that happineſs received 


a conſiderable addition by the: 


rival of my brother; and the ſa- 


tisfaction and joy with which we 


embraced each other, after an ab- 
Fence of more than fix months, 
may be en enn thatrs ex- 
= mo. 3% Lin 


1 
— 


bag Our Gobi kee paſa 
on uninterrupted, till an engage- 


ment was made to. ſpend ſome. 


time at the country-ſeat of a lady TR 
"of Mira's acquaintance.” My bro- es 
ther and myſelf were alſo invited, 
but previous engagements Pre- 
ented our going. The lady took. 
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bur ſiſter in her e@iage, but when 
1 her, ſhe return- 


1 ; 9 25 
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5 5 ne hung heavy c on 
* jk 1 viſibly de- 
clined—a vivid paleneſs overſpread 
her face in tears ſhe ſpent the 
ſolitary hours and ſhe ſeemed 
wholly unhappy, 5 1 the could 
again renew her viſit. 
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py; for the more I preſſed her on 
l oo head, the more ſhe ſhunned 


At length ſhe ſpent whole 


= from home, and when ſhe 
returned, a ſilent melancholy was 
ſo conſpicuous on her counte- 


nance, as could not but be truly 


alarming to every one, who was 
intereſted in her welfare. I caught 
the infection. My brother, who 
was of a gay and lively diſpoſition 
(though no one loved a brother 
or a ſiſter with greater ſincerity 
than he did) grew tired of fach  — 
company, and was TOE a „ 
at WH | 


— 


& a — i & 


nd 


10 „ After 1 tine dent ln this 


difagreeable manner, in which 1 


. had 
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. had foreborn to mention any thing: 
that might give her pain, Mira 


as we Were alone, I could not. re- 


-Gſt fo fair an opportunity of en- 
Addkxavouring to gain her ſecret from 


= Taking her by the hand, For- 


1 11; preſſing you to give ſome reaſon 
for that down=-caft look, thoſe fre- 


9 | 0 that all conſpire to ſpeak my love- 


uappy.. The young 
| Earl of 8— has often wiſned for 


m opportunity to addreſs you ; 
mae is already in poſſeſſion of a 
luarge fortune, and will r 
= | 4 "7 have 
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give me, Mira, ſaid I, my ſo often 


=_ quent iighs, thoſe falling tears, 
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Have ſuch acquifitions to it, as will . 
make him one of the'- richeſt | no- 
blemen of our court; his perſon 
1s agreeable, and * men can 
8 in wy. P really _— 
think: ir & 
worthy of you, ſiſter, it is he, ki, 

as 1 am certain he would mae 

your happinefß his Principal nn. ; 
ern. JO AN S213: T-BIN © "Eh - <a 
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er; when, a bluſh overſpread- "= 
ing her Face, "Think not; muy br bo- 
Wer id the, that it lays in Ub 7 
power of wealth Gr title to g 


1 


your ſiſter's heart; no, it Is is not „ 


to be 3 Jo mean 2 'Tatd, 
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me his, muſt have other claims, to 


recommend him. . 
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Na « Is it impoſſible, replied. I, to 
Find that happy man whom my 
a (wow ſiſter: would. ackn owledge = 
to be worthy, of her regard I. 
She was ſilent.—Loves my ſiſter 
any one on earth whom ſhe would 
wifh to be the partner of her life? 
I have long thought that ſome 
one had attracted her notice, who 
dared: not look ſo high Then 
with earneſt entreaty I'beſought 
her, whatever vas, the caſe, to 
make me the confidant of her paſ- 
ſion Does he want fortune, 1 to 
be equal to your wiſhes, or do 
Jou defire an addition to your 


own !?— 


* 
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own ?—In either caſe,” T wall, as 
far as in my power, ſettle it to 
your ſatisfaction Were I poſ- 


ſeſſed of the wealth of Peru!“ Mt 
| 5 | : | ; 


ſhould think it well beſtowed, 1 
could I ſee my Mira, _ beloved — 
filter app e ane 


. 


— 


1 Moſt generous and arhiable bo 
of brothers, replied ſhe, there is 
not any thing within the purchaſe 
of a monarch that your Mira 
wants. . N 


] uſed every argument I could 
deviſe to draw the ſecret from her, 
but to no purpoſe; till at length 
finding all my entreaties fruitleſs, 


I took my hat, and _— @ 


lutin 5 5 
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luting her, Adieu, my fiſter, ſaid 


J. fince there is a; ſecret labouring 


in your breaſt, chat Tam unworthy 


to be entruſted with, I no longer 7 
| deſerve the appellation of your 


friend; for the title of brother, 


where it conſiſts only in name, is 
an empty ſound, it is friendſhip 


| makes the tie—Since I have for- 


feited ſo much of your eſteem, I 
never can ſtay here, my king and 


country will find me better em- 


ploy. I will ſee you and my bro- 


ther again before my departure, 


but never, never will 1 or re- 


| 5 fide here. 


8 „When I e the door, 
C fully determined to go to Mr. 
% Simmons, : 


P 
3 4 ws 


3 


25 ſhe will tell you all. 
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Simmons; and obtain his conſent 
to purchaſe a commiſſion in the 
- army, which 1 had long been de- 
ſirous of, but had hitherto re- 
ſtrained, from the delight 1 took 

in the company of my ſiſter, ſhe 

burſt into tears, and throwing her- 
ſelf into my arms, Take your ſiſter, 


EE 


O my brother, ſaid ſhe, and hide 


her faults: how could I ſo far 


wrong your friendſhip as to con- 
ceal any thing from you !—But 


promiſe that you will not deſpiſe 
her ſo much as ſhe does herſelf, 


\ 


« ] lad dow any: CE and, 
Weng a ſeat cloſe to her, im- 
. Tos 80 far mall 1 

be 
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de from deſpiſing my. ſiſter for 
the confidence ſhe: may place in 

- me, that ö 1 ſhall love her the bet- 
ter for it, and devote my life, my 
all, to her ſervice. 


— "IE ws 
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Sy You may remember, my 
e ſaid. ſhe, that ſome time 
ago ] paid a viſit to Miſs Semour.. 
She was always promoting ſome 

; agreeable aniuſement or other, and 

finding I was fond of fiſhing, it 
Was propoſed, one evening after 
tea, to ſpend an hour at a = 
fant river, not far from their 
houſe. Our company conſiſted 


. 
%. 


— 


LS 
*% 


ther gentleman, and myſelf. We 
had not been long ſeated at our 
G „ ſport, 


of Miſs Semour, her brother, ano 


1 
14 
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rt, before a third gentleman, 


genteel in his perſon, and of a- - 
countenance exceedingly pleaſing, 5 


et ſeeming to labour under ſome- 


thing too burthenſome to be con- 


cealed, which cauſed a languor in 
his eyes that to me, rendered him 


yet the more agreeable, took his 


ſcat on the bank oppoſite to us; 
he bowed reſpectfully, and Jome 
trifling converſation paſſed, in not 


many words, and it was obſerved 


that he ſeldom raiſed his eyes above - 
the water, but when He ade h 
ae to us. 8 2 es 


: >; bo 


4% We ater W very r 
hes time at our ſport, e 
tleman's ſervant came up to: the 

538, ns N . 1 | franger, | 
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ſtranger, and haſtily demanded 
what right he had to fiſh there: - 
his maſter was. the owner of thoſe: | 
grounds, and at any one's peril, | 
let them take ſuch. liberty without Y 
leave. VCC 
ad bo boa oo Oc eee 210 

0 The e anſwered; 

with more. contempt than anger! 

Gaz call your maſter, I can better 
talk with him than-with you. The 
ſeryant replied, His maſter had 

lines: of -allithoſe whom he foun#® 

treſpaſſing upon his right. 80 
ſaying, he attempted to take hold 
of the rod; upon Mich the gen- 
tleman, ſhhortening the joints, / 
catches out the line and gave the 
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man two or thres ſmart laſhes 
With it. The hook catching his 
legs, the fellow ſet up a moſt Rorrid 
outcry, and inſtantly ſhpped into 
| the rivulet, which luckily being 
very ſhallow, no danger enſued, 
but that of ſpoiling his fine pow- 
dered head, and ſome part of thoſe 
fuperfluous ornaments about his 
livery, which generally beſpeak the 
folly of the maſter. This adven- 
ture made us all very merry at the 
expence of the poor fellow, who 
| got out without any further hurt; 
and ſhaking himſelf, bowed to all, 
and then 1 Wee be:gone, 
n doubt. HEA aqui, an 
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Whether the maſter thought 
Utmoſt; prodent, at that time, to 
keep his diſtance, leſt he ſhould: 

ſhare the fate of his ſervant, we 

couldnot tell; but wewent through 

our evening's: ſport without far- 

ther interruption. | The next day 

- we went again to the ſame place; 
intending to-partake of the ſame 
amuſement ; (at leaſt, the reſt of 
the company did, but, I confeſs; 
my chief motixe was the hope of 
meeting again the object who had 
ſtolen my heart the day before;) | 
but the ſquire ſoon came, and ac- 
| coſting Mr, Semour in a very rude 
and abrupt manner, taking him 
for the other gentleman, words 
aroſe, and = were followed by 
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a ſmart engagement, which, how- 
ever, terminated in Mr. Semour 8 


dull and tedious; and I returned 

home much diſconcerted with my- 
ſelf—1 conſulted every look and 
every action, but could find no 
change, e ee in wht: mind 
alone. 57 


22 ee eee a ſome- 
ſtting, out of myſelf, to compoſe 
my chuppineſs; the company of 
thoſe friends whom before I re- 
_Apected above all things, was now 
daily beſs delightful than it uſed 
to be. I. paid frequent viſits: to 
-the place where I had fiuſt ſeen 
the 1 of ny peace, and 2 
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1 * 
7 | 4 
* \ "I ; : 5 
| 0 3 i 
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fayour. The evening, to me, was 
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was happy if I could but meet the 
eye of him I loved; which; by the 

Way, was but ſeldom, for ſo pri- 

£4 Vvate were his walks, they he was 

3 en, ever to be many 1008 
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| * 


g | * 4 ; þ 6 
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0 ee * propitious | 
1 to my wiſhes, one evening con- EO | 
ducted me to a grove, where there 
> _ were two lovely children playing, |' 
andi an attending woman ſervant. || 
went up to them, and one, who ʃ]—9 þ 
was a boy, looked and ſpoke his 
very father. I preſſed him to my 
boſom, Happy thy mother! ſaid 
_=z I, in fuch an huſband ! ſuch a 
= -fon! Whether the ſervants per- 
ceived: my emotion, or not, I can- 
not ſay; but ſhe mildly anSwered, „ 
% He 1 | 


* 


* * 


—A 


tion I enquired what her maſter 


| his ſon— Vet fo unpolite was he, 


ö ny notice of me; fOr H AN 


Ld 


olaſs.” What, thought J, is the 


mirers, cannot now raiſe a Hlartie 


* 
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He has no mother, madam, my 
-maſter has no wife. I was cruel 
enough to rej oice at this informa- 


was, and where he lived and 
taking every opportunity to ate 
| - the children, teſtified my regard 
| 1.0 for the father by my preſents to 


[| bonne Wet 
1 « Then I began to conſult my 


reaſon of this change? I. who 1 
uſed to be ſurrounded with ad- 


| chat he never called on, or took * 


in the breaſt of the only mνůij 2 
the world, to whom Lwould \ withto * 
| hiovab -. . D 2 . >” APE | 
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followed a recital of the 
| particulars of thaſe viſits which 
the fair incognita had made to 
Mr. Bemont, that have been al. 
ready related, 1 


4 f 1 rer A 
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Vou will readily ſupp 8 
continued the gentleman, chat 5 
I. Was piqued to think the man 


ev. oa 


-my ſiſter worthy of a return of | 
dove; as certainly, were he not 
5 — = | 


* 5 
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devoid of all tender ſenſations, he: bis 


muſt have ſeen it in all her actions. 
Sometimes reſentment fired my 
breaſt, and I was. rbſolved he 
ſhould not Ive to be a. Witnefs of 
my ſiſter's unhappineſs upon his 
account; and yet, at times, I 
ſcarce knew how to blame him, 
as ke had been once married, and 
had children living- Whetlier 
my ſiſter ſuſpected my intentions, 
or not, I cannot ſay, but all my 
perſuaſions that tended. to find out 
the place of his abode proved 
fruitleſs, ſo I reſolved to wait 
ſome more fave arable period; and 
as my fiſter fed more at home, 
1 flattered mytelr that time might 
- 7 D 3 <P 


the 1, Law ma letter. +: | 
and a fincere-_defire 'of 
ppineſs, indu 
fatal note. I found ; - 
it to be an appointment for the 5 
following ev , with an inti- 
mation that there was a proba- x | 
t her favourite would 
preſent. Fluſhed with t 
expectation of ſucceſs to my 
hemes, I reſolved to wat the [| 
place appointed, in hopes of meet- 
ing the object who had put a 
riod to all our happineſs, and 
n 1 either 
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either to deſtroy the cauſe, or 5 
aſcure. L115 TM 30. Poi 
Neri colin ont Wig i 


81 ag with me. mh cage) 
and piſtols, and ſet out at a pro- 


per time to ae the appointed 8 


place about the ecloſe of the day. 


As L approached the houſe, I came 


up very near to my ſiſter, | and, 


as I ſuppoſed, the cauſe! of bert 5 


unhappineſs, walking together 
between a double row of, trees; 


and never in my life do I think 1 
ſaw!her look ſo lovely. I ſtepped: 


on briſkly, and as I advanced, 
heard him ſay, 1 ſhould think 
myſelf doubly bleſſed could I com- 


pleat our mutual happineſs, but 


Enraged at this ſuppoſed bar to 
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ray fiſter's felic 
aſſured of my aim, I drew: my. 


word, and without allowing my- 
_=x ſelf time for reflection, or the ſtran- 


eÞthe very dir; 
5 exclaimed; Oh, my brother b 
1 brother! Jil Dag 23 


3 n 
I can dſeribe the Horror that: 


perſon of tlie fallen man I trace 
dhe features of my much loved 
brother. I was about to plunge 
my ſword, yet recking with his 
blood, into my on breaſt, had: 


and being well 
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1 e Tobmay better — 


ſeized my very foul; wien in the 
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not my Aiſter caught me by the 
arm, and urged me, if I had any 
love for her, or any regard fer 
he eee to * Yor, an 1 
| 155 1 
Vi Wien bhendclearedthehindgdh = 
and croſſed two fidlds, I watkett 
moclerately on, thinking no o 
ih: ErGippdfonne capable of ſo 


inhuman an act, had anyipurſuit f | 


been made. But as there were no 
witneſſes to this tranſaction, my 
ſiſter told thoſe who gathered to 
her aſſiſtance, that a: ſtranger had: 

aſſaulted them, and, after wound- 
ing her brother, as ſo pricipi- 
tate in his retreat, that, together 
with his fwiftmeſs and heodvight;; 
ſhe EET ao mak £ 
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ing any obſervations on his perſon. . 
As to my brother he fell on his 
face, ſenſeleſs, and did not recover 

| till he was conveyed home, and 
put into a warm bed. A ſurgeon 
of eminence was immediately call. 
cd to his aſſiſtance, who dreſſed 1 
. the wound, but declared he could 
not immediately tell whether it | 

Fr was mortal or not. lar 
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vo H AH that night I ere 

about not out of any apprehen- 5 

ſions for, or regard to myſelf, 
1 overwhelmed with grief and 
A deſpair, 1 ſo as not to admit of the 
lleaſt mitigation; I ſaw not even 
hadow of hope that comfort 
ud enn in my breaſt. 
1 8 Farewel 
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F arewel. content cried J. fare- 


wel ye dear and tender ties which 
have hitherto com poſed my hap- 
pineſs farewel my peace of 
mind, my honour, my Mira, and 
my brother perhaps flain by 


this unhappy hand. What have 
I not to anſwer for, in cutting 
him off in the prime of his life 
in a moment without warning, 


or allowing him to look up to 
heaven for a bleſſing in his dying 


moments! At times I was tempt- 


ed to lay violent hands upon my- 


ſelf, but was reſtrained by the 
confideration;. that I had contract. 


ed guilt enough by what appear- : 
ed to me the murder of . my bro 


ther, "Fl 
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ittance, enquired for my filter. 
My voice was ſoon 
and the flew to me her eyes 

athed in tears. Ahl my bros 
into - ns; an giving vent to 
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c Net ito defaih you to long 
Ft | this "Adancholy patt of mx 
ſtory, I went to my brother; the 


ſorrow which oppreſſed me, when 
I faw the weak ſtate he was in, 


_ impoſſible to deſefibe. — 31 Was 


2 moſt affiduous and conftant 
attendam upon him for near 4 
e uüght, at which time he Was 
pronounted to be out of danger. 
Had the wound been one quarter 


of lan inch higher it would Have 
touched Lis heart, his death woult = 


e N ange and 1 5 mi- 
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T7 He rol me, | that ht bu 
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endangered, but the thought of 
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not know 


That 


ing ſhe was to be there... 
he was 


your of Miſs Semour, her favour- 
3 A lady, who thou h h not 


ite <fr 


arg for her pur" — 
neſs and ſenſibility, her education 


| having given her every poſſible 


ed accompliſhment. - 
#445 $ $24.3 3 4 Wd £6 * . . 201 F 1208. 3 N. 7 811 
As I had long encouraged a 
bret paſſion for the amiable 


lia, to find a rival in my brothe 1 
was A moſt tormenting thought,” ' 


1 could ſooner die than give the 
occaſion of uneaſineſs to that 
brother -whoſe life I had fo lately 


leading with bim in fa- 


2 


3 — ͤ— 


—— — 
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giving up Celia, the lovely Celia, | 
was a trial indeed ; it left me in 
a ſituation which, though diffe- 
rent, was Frei, preferable tr to his | 
OW. 4 . 2 wes” 


90751 2 recovery, 5 0 0 133 
1 Pat, engroſſed my thoughts, 
but 1 ſoon got over every diſagree- 
able reflection on that account, as 
I had the happineſs to ſee him ad- 
vancing, though by flow degrees, : 
to chat ſtrength which I had fo' 
Sill unhappily impaired.” As ſoon as 
4 * * N he was able to bear travelling; his- 5 
Phyſicians ordered him to Bak? 
he went, and 1 in. as ſhort t <6 a on 
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3 * ” 
re-eſtabliſhed in his 
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brother had "ont an ac- | 


quaintance with a gent! to. 


and had large connexions in Ire- 
land; and who, has Harry had 5 
been brought up in the linen bu- 
ſineſs, made him a very advanta- 
geous offer, provided he would. go 
over and ſettle there. As my 
brother approved of the propo- 


ſal, only Mr. Simmons's conſent 4 


was wanting; which being oon 


— 


obtained, he made immediate pre- 1 | 
Parations for the voyage. 1 The 
mileman was frequently with us 
i» . 


4 
[ 
* 
2 : 
75 
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ber; and a deſire of cultivating» 


them, p 
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at Marybone, and appeared to be 
a man of ſenſe and probity. He 
had. d wife if Irland, whoſe cha- 


Y ractet was ſo fimlable, as to attract 


the admiration of all who knew: 


ſuck! an(:acquaintahte,. joined to 
my tobrother's mtreaty;} prevailed; 


on my ſiſter to accomputiy/theny! | 


for a month or two, at the end of 
which time I was! to; fetch her 


back! I agrecil to this prorcfal, 


and took :affeftionars {tave of 
| — ary to be pun 
to my time, but Oh; fatal parts! 
ing l it proved indeed a long fares: 
wel Ju laſt adieu'!—for xe fle 
acdotiit I heard wab, that the vel" 
ſel in Which they embarked was 


W. caſt. 
75 >» © 


Bains. 
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2 caſt away, and that all on board, 
done ſailor, and a lad, a factors 
ſon excepted, had periſhed. Thus, 
fir, I loſt my whole ſtock of hap- 
pineſs, my all was ſunk in the 
ocean, and Iam here, a- loſt and 
undlone . Here his ſilence ſup-H 
Preſſed his ſpeaking, and rendered 
8 him Ty: . en fo 


Mr. mont Bad 10 his viſi- ' 
tant proceed without interruption,.. | 
though frequently not in a much | 
better ſtate than his friend. at 
length, breaking ſilence, «We muſt 1 
not wholly part my friend, ſaid | 

"he; © if we cannot live together, at 
leaſt let us not be parted in death. 
Your brother bore the wound 


or me 


mn i Which 
2 | 4 
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which was intended for me: but 


alas] your ſiſter has cauſed me a 
loſs which cuts me to tlie bil 

| ſhe has robbed me of my ſon, the 
delight and ſupport of my life," 


who, with his two ſiſters; 5 Nen 
Nu y. _ ' 


» 5 5 
* 8 L 5" 
|} ” ad {+ > 74 4 * 4 - [ 3 


a1 How,” cab Mr. Monta- 


gue, for that indeed was his name, 
«© my brother wounded for you! 


my fiſter taken your ſon !—I ant ö | 
not co eee own mary." 


£ 


Mr. 3 


himſelf, and recounted the whole 
affair; adding, 1 was not inſenſi- 
ble of the lovely Mira's charms, 
ſhe was too lovely, too amiable, 
err 3 ma” 


her l 


n 


68; 7.9K #ORTUXATE SIATER Sy 

too deſerving; in ſhort ſhe was the 
moſt accompliſhed of women; 
but ſuch yas the love I bote my 
Clarinda, that I in a manner ador- 
ed her While Iwing; not do 1 find 
. that ti time has in the leaſt deereaſ- 
ed, but rather increaſed my regard; 
and though dead, her lovely image 
is ert preſent to my mind. This 
alone was the reaſon 1 could not 
make a return to the advances of 
. your lovely. ſiſter, as I thought it 
would be exceeding baſe to profeſs 
a paſſion for her, while I enter- 

| e her rival in mbar. 5 

40 8 PID ry fad. Me. 
"Montague, your ſentiments are 
truly honourable—my ſorrows. 
would 
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would have admitted of no alloy, 
but in your friendſhip.— How ] 
happy am I to think you yet live ! 
Ils it poſſible for you to forgive 


the intended injury, ſo raſhly exe- | 


cuted?—One houſe ſhall hold us, 
and our united cares ſhall be to 
form the minds of thoſe little ones 
you mentioned. J am maſter of 
the French and Italian languages, 
and can inſtruct them in muſic as 


they grow up. But where are 


they? I have not yet been favour- | 


ed with the m_ of theſe lovely 
babes,” T 

Mei Bemont intinedivtely rang 
the bell, and ordered the ſe 
to bring in the children. 
„ — 


; 7 F ur FORTUNATE\SISTERS. 
5 erb moment 1 — 
Mr: Montague locked at 
5 J with-aftoni hment, . gazing 
firſt at one, and then * other, 
e Ah! fir,” ſaid he, „well in- 
deed may you have no beart to 
o beſtow, no thought to devote to 
any other object: you are indeed 
poſſeſſed of two jewels that are 
beyond a prince's purchaſe,” — 
He then took them, and alter- 
nately claſped them in his arms, 
ſaying at the time, that their, | 
united endeayours ſhould be ex, 
erted, that their minds might be 
improving, as their perſonal beau- 
ties were advancing - with their 
ſtature. Mr. Bemont wanted no 
incentive but his own inclinations 
—_— | and 


—— 
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and his children's good, to cloſe 

with ſo agreeable a propoſal; for, 

| ine his double loſs, he ſaid he 


had entirely neglected to give 


them thoſe inſtructions, which 


before had conſtituted a kind of 
hatf happineſs to him, in the loſs 
of his Clarinda; and when he ſaw 


_ them, which was but ſeldom, if 
he was aſſured of their health, it 
- was ſufficient. And as Mr. Mon- 


I. tague was in every reſpect ſo com- 
| pletely: qualified for the under- 
taking (having a full and perfect 


knowledge of all the liberal ſci- 
_ ences, as well as the polite arts,) 


Mr. Bemont prevailed on him to 


hve at his houſe. in the winter. : 
: and eee in ne to reſidde 
1 ,, wn 
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tiful landſcapes to be 


* 
Ye 


+: *oontr tbuted:to 
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end in tlie ſummer, 


every part of his "manſion, as 


[rendered it for pleaſure the moſt | 


ſituation at that ſeaſon =” 


e 


I be improvement of their little 


ſcholars was equal to what muſt 


have been expected from the in- 


ſtructions of two ſuch careful 
tutors: and they had not reſided 
many months thus happily to- 
gather, before Mr. Montague ob- 
tained Miſs Semour's hand! in mar 
Frage; whoſe amiahle manners arid 
lively converſation; not /a little 
19creaſe of their 
felicity, 


9 
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1 = ag eſpecially as Mrs. Mon- 


tague (as we are now to call her) 


- ſhewed the ſtrongeſt attachment 


: 0 the young ladies, and took a g 
peculiar pleaſure in inſtructing 


them in thoſe accompliſhments 


which are more particularly a wo-— 


man 8 nne, 


- At | the expiration aft about 
eleven months ſpent in this de- 


lightful intercourſe of love and 


friendſhip, Mrs. Montague was 
delivered of a ſon, which was an 
additional cauſe of pleaſure to 
every branch of this little com- 


munity. 
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But, alas! how ſoon does time 
make a breach in the moſt endear- 
ing compacts One evening, when 


Mr. Bemont was returned from a 
walk, he complained | much of a 


Pein in his head, which ſoon grew 
.. fo bad that he took to his bed; 


a fever followed, and increaſed in 


ſo alarming a degree, that the 
phyſician gave him over on the 


' ſecond day; and though Mrs. 

Montague was ſcarcely recovered. 
from her lying-in, nothing could 

deter her from attending on her 

much valued friend. He linger- 

ed for two days more, and then, 


finding himſelf drawing near eter- 


nity, he deſired his children might 


be brought to him. He bleſſed 
q them, 
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them, and having recommended ny. 
them to the care of his friends, 
and taken, an affectionate farewel 
of Mr. and Mrs. Montague, (who 
each gave him the ſtrongeſt aſſu- 
rances that they would manifeſt »  _ . 
their ' friendſhip to him, by their: 
care of thoſe. his. tender. pledges) = 
he expired; happy in having left 
them two ſuch guardians to ona 
duct them through the. f r 2 
| e of Eildhoal and Pu 


: / =} Aer his woeals 4 this feanchies — 
J for, and found his. will; by w 
„ they were entitled to five hundred 

pounds as a proof of his friend- 

9 and as a ſmall. acknowledg- 

ment for any trouble they might 
— E. ⁊ðͤ v 
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have in fulfilling their engage= 

ment. The remainder of his for- 
tune, about five thouſand four 


hundred pounds, beſides furni- 


the death of Mr. and Mrs. Mon- 


pointed. A decent funeral, which | 
' beſpoke- both his reſpe& for the | 
dead, and his care of thelivin g. was 
now the laſt office Mr. Montague 
had to execute for his departed |} 


F anny was about nine, and So- 
ia about ſeven years of age when. 
their father died. They grew up 
beloved by all that knew them. 
—_— crc; The 
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The truſt repoſed by Mr. Bemont 
in his friends was faithfully exe- 
cuted; the opening graces of the 
young ladies were beheld with 
_ pleaſure by their guardians, who 
ſtrove which ſhould be moſt afli- 
duous in forming their minds to 
every principle of benevolence and 
virtue, which they fo intermixed 
with their leſſons of intellectual 
accompliſhments, as at length 
28 rendered the elegance of their - 
| _ punts the leaſt attractive of their 
s charms. 


Vhe "I was abound ſix- 
en y a : 0 E age, ſhe went On a 5 
it to Woo blwich, to Mr 8. Se- 
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her brother having married a lady 
there, and being ſettled with her 
father in his buſineſs, which was 


through the vigilance of Mr. 
Montague, no one had yet had 
an opportunity of attempting to 
make an impreſſion on her heart; 
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ſhip-building. The firſt Sunday | 
| ſhe went to church, there were a | 
number of young cadets attend- 

ing upon divine ſeryice. Fanny 

had, notwithſtanding her youth, |} 
many ſilent admirers, though _ 1 


(and indeed it was with great dif—ů 
ficulty that his conſent was ob- 1 
_ tained for the preſent excurſion.) 
80 that conſidering her perſonal 
attractions, and engaging man- 


ners, it is no wonder that ſhe, | 


that 


* 
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that day, made more conqueſts 
than the miniſter gained con- 


Among others, a young gen- 


tleman whoſe perſon and manners 
ſeemed no ways inferior to the 
lovely Fanny, came up to her as 


ſoon as they came out of church, 


and reſpectfully bowing, walked | 
by her ſide, at times engaging her 
in converſation, till they arrived 
at her friend's houſe, when he 
took his leave, and proceeded on. _ 


As ſhe had enquired concern- 
ing ſeveral young gentlemen and 


ladies who had W them, the 


OSS 


L 4 N 
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any ſingularity i in aſking a queſ-- 
tion or two concerning him. On 


15 being informed he was one of the 
cadets who were ſent there to be 
qualified for the military ſervice, 


2 upon which probably he might 


riſing ſigh; yet ſaid, ſhe thought 
there was ſomething cruel in fa- 

thers bringing up their children 
to ſo hazardous a profeſſion. But , 
the lovely Fanny was ignorant 


how many youths there are, whom - 


all the defires and prayers of their 
parents cannot deter from enter- 


ing into the field of honour. Mrs. 


Semour, as yet almoſt a ſtranger, 


and who perhaps never felt, in 


any great degree, thoſe tender 
ſenſations 


l 


| THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 81 
ſenſations which alternately pro- 
duced pleaſure and pain in Fanny's 
breaſt, did not obſerve the anxiety 
of her young friend, and they 


proceeded to dinner. 


Wen the mind is deeply en- 
gaged on any particular object, it 
is eaſy to account for that diſre- 


gard to trifles which ſhews itlelk 
in every action; and ſuch was? 
every thing eſteemed by has in 
5 her preſent ſituation. 


* 


Dinner being | ended, as ſoon 


- the company, ſhe retire to ler 
chamber, under pretence of read- 
ing, but! in _— that ſhe might | 
= 5 „ at 


__— 
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at leiſure ruminate on the adven- . 


tures of the day. The amiable 
youth had made a deep impreſſion 
on her heart; and when ſhe 
thought on the hazards to which 


he was deſtined, ſhe trembled for 


his ſafety.—Often did her imagi- 


nation place him in the field of 


honour, and as often was ſhe 


appalled with his apparent danger. 

_ Surely, thought ſhe, if I could _ 
but ſoftly whiſper to him how + 
much I feel for his dangerous un- 


dertaking, I might prevail. But 


: - ſuddenly checking herſelf, ſhe roſe 
and cried, Fool that I am away 
with theſe romantic notions! 1 


32 I will be free : + 


Fanny 


- pa 


55 which Was elegantly careleſs; whale. a 0 
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Fanny then returned to the : 

company, and paſſed the week 1 in 
_ tolerable tranquillity, yet could. 
155 not forget the Sunday paſt, nor. 
avoid a wiſh. for the arrival of, 
another. It came; the dr elled; 
| herſelf with double care; yet ſure. 
ſhe needed not, as each day add- 
ed new charms to thoſe ſhe before oY 
5 poſſeſſed. She looked more lively: 
than uſual; and the whole family, 
complimented her on her dreſs, 5 . : 


ſhe alone ſeemed inſenſible of ber, 
eons! charms. . 


| She had no Ga tons the 
| church, than ſhe caſt. her eyes on 
the ſeats ſet apart for the cadets, 

Re TE a9 
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but her Adonis was not there; 
ue went through the duty of the 
morning with as much impatience 
as ſhe had paſſed the preceding 
week; and when ſhe returned 
home, was attended by all the 
young | gentlemen of the congre- 
gation. Unuſed to ſuch public 
notice, ſhe could not help expreſ.ſ- 
ing her ſurprize that ſo many 5 
the cgngregation ſhould be going 
the fue way, and innocently at- 
5 tributed it to ſome particular oc- 


C7. chrrence; little thinking ſhe her- 5 


ſelf was me attracting cauſe of 
? ſuch a concourſe of ne 


f in the evening Mrs. Semour 
and Fanny went to take a walk 
1 8 3 _— 10 
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to cloſe a ſultry day; when turn 
ing down a pleaſant lane, two 
little gates with white railing, 
perfectly neat, led to a ſmall 
houſe ſurrounded with trees. Cu- 
rioſity tempted them to proceed 
a little way up the walk, but they 

had not gone far, when they 
perceived a lady, fitting in an : 
arbour, with a book in her hand, 
feemingly in a contemplative poſ- 
ture. They thought it moſt pru- 
dent to retire, leſt their curiofity 


1 ſhould give offence; but in their 


retreat they miſſed the gate they 


entered at, and paſſed through f F 5 


another, which led intothe grounds 
belonging to a delightful villa. 
"2 had | orig onwards a 
| con- 
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conſiderable way before they were 
ſenſible of their miſtake, and had 
arrived at a ſmall meadow, where, 
under a ſpreading oak, ſheltered 
by a mount, before which mur- 
mured a ſmall rivulet, lay a youth 
in a penſive poſture, with a book 


115 lying at a little diſtance from him. 


On their approach he ſtarted, as 
from a reverie; and when Mrs. 
Semour aſked him to direct them 
which way to return to the lane, 
he gave a ſpring over the rivulet, 


and was inſtantly with them in 


the meadow, and in the genteeleſt 
terms, offered to be their guide. 


Miſs Bemont had hitherto held 
down her head, 1 ather abaſhed to 
have 
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have broken in upon the retire- 
ment of an entire ſtranger; but 
| thinking that there was ſomething 
in the voice not wholly unknown 


to her, ſhe caſt a glance upwards, 


| but was ready to ſink on behold- 


ing, in that ſweet retirement, the 


youth of all others ſhe wiſhed. to 


ſee. He was equally embarraſſed, 
till recovering from his ſurprize, 


he proceeded to tell them, that 
thoſe grounds, and the houſe be- 


longing to them, were the pro- 


perty of the beſt friends he had in 
the world, and that he was ſure 


the ladies who reſided there would 


be very happy in the acquiſition 28 


of their . 
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Mrs. Semour ſaid, it Was too 


late to accept his invitation then 


Land ſhe ſhould only wiſh him 


to ſhew them the right path. to 
the lane. Mrs. Semour {poke only 
for herſelf, for her fair aſſociate 
was of another mind; —ſhe ſilently 
wiſhed to ſee who were the en 


he ſo much eſteemed. 


The young gentleman then 


opened a little gate, and by a ſide 


path they came up to the houſe ; 
when the ſame young lady they 


had ſeen before came out, and oen 


| ſeeing them, calling to her mother, 


told her there were ſome ladies 
coming with maſter Villars The 


, then appeared, and was very 


earneſt L 
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earneſt with them to walk 1 in and 


reſt themſelves. 


« -My dear,“ faid ſhe to their 
conductor, © if you had told me 


of this intended favour, I would 


have been better prepared for re- 
ceiving the ladies. | 
Mrs. Semour and Mils Bemont 
would have excuſed themſelves 
from accepting the invitation, tell- 
ing her by what accident they 
had met with the young gentle- 
man WhO had conducted them to 
her houſe, and would have taken 


their leave; but were io ſtron gly 


prefled to fit down for a little 
while, that they could not with 
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any degree of good manners, re- 
' fuſe. The cloth was already laid 
for ſupper, a cold fowl and ſome _ 
ſallads were immediately on the 
table, and it was in vain to think 5 
of going. 5 


Villars and Fanny were both 
deſir ous of improving an acquaint- 
ance begun in ſo ſingular a man- 


ner: their eyes only, however, 


could ſpeak the language of their E 


hearts. Mrs. Williams, the lady . 


of the houſe, Who ſeemed to be 
about forty years of age, Miſs 
Peggy Williams, about ſixteen, 

Miſs Patty, about twelve, Mrs. 
Semour, Miſs Fanny, and Mr. 
: Villars were the whole of the Come 0 
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M0 pany. — They paſſed an hour in a 
very pleaſant and agreeable man- 
I ner, being all very happy with 

ceach other; unleſs it was Miſs 
Peggy, who ſcarcely removed her 
eyes from Fanny all the time ſhe 
ſtayed; and at parting, a mixture 
of pleaſure and pain alternately 
took poſſeſſion of her agreeable 
features. Miſs Bemont however 
Was greatly pleaſed with her, and 
gave her a very preſſing invitation 
to viſit her during her ſtay with _ 
Mrs. Semour, and alſo after her - 
weiin ame 8 Mrs. ente 


"Young Villars 3 the iu. ; 
1 dies home, and by the way took 
every opportunity to meet the eyes 
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of Fanny To but in ſo modeſt a 
manner, as ſhewed his opinion of 


her ſuperiority, and ſpoke the re- 
ſpect he bore her. At par ting, | 
Mrs. Semour gave him an invita- . 


tion to call again, which he pro- 
miſed to do when the ladies re- 
turnedl this viſit, which they had 
agreed they would. 


Fanny's thoughts were now 
wholly engroſſed how to appear 
when ſhe ſhould arrive at Mrs. 
Montague on her return, and 
how Mr. Villars could be intro- 
duced there. Every day brought 
her ſo much the nearer to that 
time, and all her fear was, leſt ſhe 


might be called home, before ſhe 


x 


* 
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Fr had ſeen her gueſts; however, for- 
tune was better to her than her 

fears. The day at length arrived, 
when the viſit was to be returned, 
and they were all elegantly dreſl- | 
ed; Fanny appearing in a maid- 
en's bluſh jeſuit, trimmed with 
| lace, white fattin ſlippers, a ſmall 
cap and taſſels, with her dark hair 
flowing carelefly in ringlets round 
her neck: ſhe looked like a little 7 

Venus among the goddeſſes. They 

vuere to meet at church, and from 
thence to n. to Mrs. Se- 
mou 8. : | 
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| ther when Miſs Williams, with a 
l modeſty which ſeemed peculiar to 
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Herſelf, ſtartetl the ſubject: ofa A 
very pleaſing converſation, by ſome 


till it grew late, when they b 


ſatisfaction in this viſit, all! 


Ns 


up; | but having found ſo 


ties wiſhed for the further 1 inc 


obſervations on friendſhip. an 
ſympathy. They proceeded from 
one entertaining topic to another, 
oke 


bar- 


eaſe | 


of an intimacy with perſons who 
appeared every way capable of ad- 
miniſtering pleaſure 1 18 inſtruc- 


tion to each other. 4801 01 54: 


8 . 
5 OS G 


n — 


by the company) ſnatched F 


ny's hand, preſſed it to his . 


17 75 with a Rea which bs _ 
05. 


At parting, Villars (unobſerved 
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ſentiments of his den bade her Ba 


adieu. 
a Although Fanny and Miſs Wil- 
ams greatly admired each other, 
| yet there ſeemed a ſomerhing that 
prevented that open communica- 
tion of ſentiments which generally 
; accompanies a new acquaintance . 
among young people. Whether 
It aroſe, on the part of Miſs Wil- 


hams, from a jealouſy of Fannys | 


| ſuperior charms having made an 
impreſſion on Mr. Villars, we 
cannot tell; but it is not impro- 
bable, that a par tiality for him, 
might be the reaſon of a rather 
diſtant behaviour in each of them 

to the other. Miſs ene 1 
r 1 
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nity cba and h 
with the juſtneſs of 
tions whenever the ſp 


great, as. to attract. every one's - 


notice, and rendered her perfe 
agreeable. e 


3D 'The next Sunday was to 
of F anny's 8 Hay at Wool: 


paſſed between Villars and. 
yet ſhe was in ſome hopes ſhe 
e a conqueſt of his heart; 


— 


and ſhe was very ſure he was far 


from being indifferent to her. 
earneſtly for another in- 
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Oh. terview with him, but how. to 
0 procure it Was an almoſt inſur- : 
mountable difficulty. At church 
ſhe had not the leaſt dependence 
on ſeeing him, for ſince the firſt 
time ſhe ſaw him, ſhe had never 
obſerved him there; and if that 
had not been the caſe, it would 
have been truſting to the laſt W577 1 
which appeared to be too great a > 
hazard. She therefore wrote a. 
note to Miſs Williams, to Ts 
her of her intention to 3 
home on the next Sanden id 1 8 2 
that ſhe- ſhould be glad of her - 
company to ſpend an afternoon 
with her in the interval, if agree= 
able; but the ſcheme did not fuc- 
 ceed, Maſs Williams excuſed her= 
VOL. 1. F 3 8 kf, —— = 
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WF But fortune, which 
—_ peſt it, Save them a meeting the . | 
WS .  fccond evening after, while Mrs. 
Semour and Fanny were taking 
eir uſual w DH 


to on to Mr. Villars his 435 1 
abſence from church; he im- Fo 
mediately ſaid; He feared: leſt 
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5 Who could command the ga 
15 attention of the whole congre- a 
m_ i © $32." | FRE 201 0 0 85 


pa, 84 4 | 
q 314 „ 


Fanny, who imagined this was 


ſaid more in jeſt than earneſt, 
concluded herſelf miſtaken in 


thoſe hopes ſhe had entertained, ; 
of having raiſed a flame in his 
breaſt; and thought he had no 
preferable regard for her above 
any other woman, and that the 
whole of his behaviour to her, £5 
was no other than the common 
reſult of politeneſs. T heſe re- 
flections raiſed ſuch an &metion/ 


in the breaſt or” Fanny, ag! the 


found it impoſſible to coriijuer or 
conceal; ſhe therefore ſaid but | 
F;! little, 
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Little, | took 2 ſudden, and 1 


ther a ſullen leave, and went 
home. She retired early to her 
chamber, there to give vent to 


# 


* Skep bad; fot that 40 ks. 
A ene of Fanny, neither could 
all her endeavours prevail for oY 


hour' 8 repoſe. She aroſe in the 
morning much indiſpoſed, yet 
paſſed the breakfaſt time, to out- 


ward appearance, tolerably chear- 
ful, But how quick was the 
tranſition fr rom pain to pleaſure ! 


when, Preſe tly after, the ſervant 


brou ght her a letter, and ſaid, a 


YOupg gentleman had deſired her 
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t convey it to her.—She open- 


ed it immediately, and found it 
came. from Villars, and read as 


_ 10 


; ce 


cc 


cc 
cc 
66 
0h 
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66, Dear ad 


0 11 my eyes ſpeak the 1a : 
guage of my heart, they muſt 


long ſince have told you, 


loved you more than 1 
cannot look forward to any 


thing more than a ſlave may 
expect, and What I dare ſay 
you will have the goodnefs to 


grant—T mean, the pr wwilege 
of telling my own ſtory—1 am 
ſure of meeting with your pity 


2 —This evening at cight o'clock, 
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*,aby your garden \ 
F patecnce wilt tend 165 f 
inis tie 5 $1386 
T/ Four Villars.” 


Ache n now ſummoned all Bo EY] 


Iytion, to. guard againſt a too 
Precipitate avowal, of the regard 


regu which his e avowed. 


* 


The hour, at 1 arr * 


e lovers met. "It was ſome time 


3 05 young. Villars was able, in 


g + Words, to expreſs the emotion of 
bis heart; but the, modeſt. diffi- 


a ef. 


dence 1 which Was . apparent in 


eee 


r 


15 with im- 5 


e, had for him; at the ſame time 
une her glaſs, that her ex- 5 
ernal appearance might fix that 5 


9. 


* 
; * 


o 


not be diſpenſed with, however SE 
deſired or wiſhed for. After ſomne 
importunity, he prevailed on her. 


Fanny was in, the arts of men, 
ſhe had prudence enough to cons 
ceal the pleaſing ſenſations which 
Villars's declaration had cauſed in 
om her breaſt; and had given him „ 
„„ little 3p 
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"all his behaviou x pleaded much : | 4 4 


ſtronger with Fanny; than the 


moſt eloquent addreſs. —She could | 
not, however, help expreſſing a 


wiſh that he would not go abroad; 


but that was an, obligation could 


to give him another meeting; 


and they parted, da e 
| than when yy met. 46 
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15 little reaſon to hope for a return, 
as a lady more knowing i in the 
affairs of gallantry: — yet not from 
art, or a deſire to give him pain; 
but her delicacy ſuggeſted, that it 


was yet too ſoon to acknowledge 


|; Aa return of regard, how amiable 
and deſerving ſoever the Ache of : 
| Nor anten _ _ * 


At length the time was arrived 5 


for her return home; but as Fan- 
ny's age and inexperience would 
have made it very hazardous for 
her to travel alone, Mr. Monta- 
gue. out of true affection, came 

8 | © over to be her fafeguard on the 
. journey; as alſo to make thoſe 
| acknonlodgments which were ſo. 
Lo bart IC” an 
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for their attention to his ward. | f 


5 1 Fanny took leave of Mr. and 70 
Mrs. Semour with reluctance, they RY 

5 1 5 3 been very kind to her, and . a 1 
invented every poſſible amuſemnn 
do render their ſituation agreeabe 
to her. Mr. Montague told them 3 
jokingly, he ſhould be jealous ß 
: them, for till then, he hought' 1 
- > : ow. Montague and himſelf had + 
no rivakinFanny'seſteem; how- - 
ever he would endeavour to be 1 

5 happy. for he mda 

- - + heart: _ enough for all her 1 

2 | } friends. N eine 2 0 11 95 BM | 
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: 8 dan odd circumſtance that hand haps - el 
. that eee blub. 9 

<< There was,” Auk FI ea a 


Fn young gentleman who had been 
„ alle 


ing up and down the hill, 
and taking a ſurvey of the houſe? . 
1 (They then lived in. the ſame "2M 
buouſe where Mr. Montague e- (mY 
. the time of his firſt ac- ” 1-8 
+. quaintance with Mr. Bemont.) 3 
ed him, continued ſhe, 
Whether he had loſt his way? 
or wanted any body in the 
houſe „No, my lovely nymph, 
replied” he, L* have not loſt my 
Way, nor yet can I ſay thatT want 
any one in the houſe, till v0 
are kind N to anſiver me a 
_  *8 queſ. 


„ e le 


were many N i 


wo os I * 
* 5 
v 


3 had an only ſiſter. * 
| requeſted her name; 


«< 


told me, if I would let her know 
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% And what became of him. 
afterwards * faid Eau. 


I 10 08 I cannot tell,” „* 
ſwered Sophia, <« I ſuppoſe poll 
went to his dinner, as I came to 


to mine, for 1 left him where he 
fut accofted me.” 


3 Fanny, who WT no ; dota of 
its being her little gallant, was 
ready to ſink, leſt, deſpairin 8 to 5 
tee her, he ſhould be . | 


Mrs. Montague only waited 
till Sophia had done, to give her 
à gentle rebuke for holding ſuch 
free converſe with an entire ſtran- 
Ber, and 8 lo light or her 

fiſter, 


3 : » 


110 THE FORTUNATE. SISTERS, 
„as to make à f ow. of her 
reſent, which might 
have been had at home on aſking 
2 ; 


_ hae, ſhould be given her as a to- 
ken of forgiveneſs. e 


Fanny was think- 
ing by what means ſhe. could ſee 
her beloved Villars. As ſoon as 

the family roſe from table, ſhe | 
© ſent her ſiſter 1 into the garden, tell- 
ing her ſhe would follow; but 

4 f immediately flew to an upper 

room, from whence ſhe had a full 

view of all the paths near the 
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houſe; and at no great diſtance, 
ünder a tree, lay the youth whom 
of all others ſhe wiſhed to ſee. 
She immediately catched up her 1's 
hat and cloak, and taking the key 
of the garden-gate with her, was 
in an e within mg on him. 0 


she ad not ot viatked far before 
- the was joined by Villars, who, if 
he had charms before, Was now 
more than ever the poſſeſ 
her heart. They ſpent two hours 


in pleaſing converſation, during is 


which Villars endeavoured, by the 
moſt perſuaſive arguments he could 
deviſe, to engage her to give him 
encouragement to think he might : 
0 wy be bleſſed with her hand; 
= | 5 while 
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hile all the favour he obtained 
6j: bein g heard. However 
evailed, as to Zain her 
promiſe of thorths: m 


* 


he ſo far 


3 
@ 
* 
1 


as Fanny and her 
ſiſter were walking in the garden, 
a coach drew up to the door, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams, and Miſs 
" Peggy, together with Mr. and 
Mrs. Semour alighted. Joy ſpa * 
led in Fanny's er and pleaſure 
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ing, which. 


all . ever ſince their 


Mr. and Mrs. Montague 
d them with their accuſ- 
med politeneſs, and the whole 
e e 
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mpany ſeemed perfectly happy 
in each other. They ſpent that 
evening in chearful converſation, 
during which they related the 
 whimfical manner in which their 
. acquamtance commenced. - Ag 
they could not ſtay any longer | 
than oneday, Mrs. Montague pre- 
vailed on Mr. and Mrs. Williams 
to ſpare them her daughter for a 
| longer time; than which nothing | 
could poflibly have happened more 
pleaſing to Fanny, as next to a 
better acquaintance with Mr. Vil- 
lars, ſhe wiſhed to cultivate 'the _ 
friendſhip of Miſs Williams. The 


company took leave the next W 


morning, and left the young 
friends to n their time in a 


manner 


5 
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which made her 


«a 


— 


a 


| > knew her. 


but when 9 did a 
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the attention of the whole com- | 
ba. 


One: evening, bellen the 6 Wes. 
driends? were alone, their conver- 1 5 
ſation turned, as it frequently did, Ed, 
| IM eee 1 | e "Pp = 
- 150 Ah, N 5 Laid Miſs Williams, 

&« friendſhip is truly a cordial, i 
- when it is indeed ſincere but [= 1 

ho hazardous is it to contract. a 1 

"oY friendſhip with the other ſex : 
Here a tear involuntarily ſtole 53 

down her check. {100 oe 
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makes you diſtingui 
par icularly ? ?—Why. ſhould they 5 
be debarred the pleaſures of friend- 

5 ſhip with our ſex; and where can 
a defenceleſs woman have a better 
friend, than! in a man of honour 
: =p de BH” e 


8 8 forbid,” 5 
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5 Becauſe my dear and 
the pauſed ; when F anny, 5 


ing earneſtly at her, ſaid, © And 
may I not know the cauſe, that 


— 


them ſo 


— 


N ee 
Petr, « you. ſhould know the 
cauſe in its full extent! but thoſe 


very virtues you have mentioned, 


render it ſo much the more dan- 


gerous.—F riendſhip, 1 in that caſe, 


too often n to love; and 
love, 


' * 


en eee 


1 


8 
"y 


THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 


love, if not 


7 
i 


« Do you then,” ſaid Fanny, 
8 love any one who doeg not love 
you? po» | . 3 5 5 A of : 


« Tut That i 18 what 1 cannot tell, 133 


replied Peggy, 2 1 cert love, 
and as ſurely have a place in the 
_ friendſhip of the man I love; but 
whether that friendſhip may ever 
ariſe to a * affection, I 


A 


“ If my Peggy will place that 
confidence in me,” ſaid Fanny, 
that in a ſimilar circumſtance, 
I would repoſe i in her, her com- 
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munications ſhall live and die with 
me; and if I have any thought, ; 
or wiſh, I do not make her privy 
"1 to, ſhe ſhall pronounce me un- 
worthy of her friendſhip.” * 


he MY friends then "no 
and promiſed to repoſe mutual 
confidence in each other; but as 


it grew late, they agreed to poſt- 


pone their reſpective relations till 


the following evening, when they 
were to retire to a little arbour, 


at the lower end of the garden, 
where there was no danger either 
of a ſurprize, or of being over- 
heard; and when each was to diſ- 
cloſe the ſecrets of her heart with-" 
out reſerve. A 016-4 OI 
Any | 


— 4 
1 6 ii 
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Accord ingly they went at the 
time appointed — when Fanny, _ 
_ addroſſing- her friend, ſaid, l' 
know it muſt be ſomewhat par- 1 
ticular that diſturbs you, elſe you 
would not look ſo dull, or ſigh 
ſo often: at firſt, I thought: it had 
been reſerve, but now I am con- 
vinced It is from another cauſe.” 2 © 


| © There is, plies Ather 8 
_ ſaid Peggy, « and you 
1 of all wy ar 1 think, 
can ſerve _— = 


} oe 423 ks ad 


A 5 anny 5 threw her arms As 

round her weeping friend: Oh, 
my dear,” ſaid ſhe, © you know '- 
not How much JS oblige = - 
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amiable — In ſhort, my Fanny, 


he has taken ſuch full poſſeſſion 


d my heart, that ſhould he leave 


* 
N . — 


England, while Iamin my pre- — 
ſent ſtate. of uncertainty. . „ 3 
ſuſpence, I find, I feel, I ſhall 

Never, no aher live to behold | 

him again. 5 


un 8 Heart was too tender, 
not to ſympathize in all the ſor⸗ 
rows of her friend. She ſighed, 
indeed, to think that the ſane WW 
object ſhould fo innocently diſ- _ 
treſs them both ; for ſhe but too- 
well knew to whom the ng pil 5 
tion belonged, and that it could 
be no other than her Adonis, for 
ſo ſhe uſed to call him. How- 
e ever, 
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| ever, recovering herſelf, if Who” 
5 this wonder wy Peggy? NN aid 
He. by ALT et 3 
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„ wi be Oh, my Pliny? e Seliimed 55 

I ſhe, 2 vo "muſt: Buvel been void 

5 of eyes, of obſervation, of every 

tender paſſion, not to know it is 

me youth you faw at our houſe, 
2 Villers.“ 5 1 Ss 
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4.4. bot Why, replied Fanny,” . 

to his perſon and „ e 1 
5 4 ments, he is very well; but do | 
: you ſuppoſe your friends would | 
8 think him a proper match for 
you! How long have you known 
him and how do you ad 
my ſerving you | 
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FE detaining you ſo long on ſo ſelf⸗ 1 
5 intereſted a ſubject, I will en- 
deavour to ſatisfy you. Your laſt 
queſtion, however, J muſt firſt 
anſwer: you may ſhortly be in ; 

his company, as you will natural -* } 
ly return this viſit at our houſe ; ; 4 
as he is frequently there, I can 
_ |  eafily contrive to leave you to- 


mention me to him As. one whom 


in the courſe of con) 
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f, replied Peggy, 4-50 u 
can have patience with me, for 


gether, when ſurely you may, for 


once, and to ſerve a friend, be- 
come a diſſembler; and however 


unworthy you may think me, 5 - 


you have a value for, and think 
poſſeſſed of ſome little merit; and 7 
ation W YM 
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may, from his words, or ORE RR 


which perhaps may be more ex- 
pPreſſive, form ſome judgment of, | 
1 his thoughts of me. Then as to | 
h my partiality for him, if he de. 
| clares himſelf to you, mention 
it, or not, at your diſcretion.” 7 . 


3 


* Has he never,” aid F anny, 
trembling for her friend, yet 
fearing to truſt herſelf, © diſ- 
covered to you any diſtant ten- 2 
je: of affection by word, or 
look, which might be checked 


0 fear of what reception it ] 
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| might meet with from yourſelf, | 

your father, or your friends 
77 | | 5 2 ö 

| 8 f 


E 1 
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« any ſuch «need! as froma - ] 
brother to a ſiſter. As to wy - 
friends, were I certain he liked 3 
me but half ſo well as I'like him 
and they were to object, I would — _ 
forſake them, and all the world. 


| (7 eſpecially | as there was ſomewhat 
ſingular in the manner of our 
meeting, but thę firſt opportu- 


2 not but 208 will my them ſe- 


| cee Merknz. 1 {4 
No, never, ſaid Peggy, _ 


to be united to him. But as to 


| my firſt knowledge of him, the „ E | 
evening draws too near a clofe to | 


enter into the particulars of it; 


nity I will tell you that.. And 
now, my dear Fanny; I hive told, '« - 


you all the inmoſt . ſecrets and VS 
Wiſhes of my heart; and I doubt 
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Tears prevented her pro 
ing; but Fanny kindly ad 

and conſoled her, by giving her 
every aſſu rance of exertin g all her 
powers, for her ſervice, in -hop« 
to be ſo ſuccefsful as to obtain 
her that happineſs ſhe ſo much 
deſired; 
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in your breaſt, and exert. 
e utmoſt of your r influence to 
obtain for me. that palm zvrhich 
alone can cure a z wound that 
may otherwiſe Prove fatale. J 95m 
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As. ſoon as ; they returned home, 
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F anny retired to her chamber, 
o xecollect what had paſſed. 
| breaſt ſeemed i n commotion, and 
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her heart divided: ſhe found ſonie 
riſing inclination to betray her 
friend, by endeavourin g to fix 
Vullars as ſoon as: poſſible; but 
honour and generoſity. ſoon gain- 
ed the aſcendant, and ade her | 
die, rather than prove amjuſt. to 
one who had thus freely repoſed 35 
5 ſuch a truſt in hep, She. could ' 
not but admire the! confidence ſhe | 
had bad placed in her, by a lad 
with whom her acquaintance had 
ſo lately begampcand; greatly de- 
terminedi to). len her Friendis . LY 
intereſt to her Nomi: o peri nn 
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On the fourth day after Miſe 
| Williams $ departu re, Sophia came 
running to her fiſter, and: told 
her the gentleman ſhe had before 
ſeen was in the meadow, | and 
wanted to ſpeak: to her. Fanny 
deſired her not to mention it to 
any one, and they would go down 
to him. She rejoiced at ſo fa- 

vourable an opportunity to ſerve 
her friend, and was reſolved nor, 
by any weakneſs on her ide) to 
let Aar 75 839: 300 CD Hot 210193 

When "Om Atem near, Villars 

| cſpetifully. bowed, and a bluſſ 


1 his face, which ren: 
dered him the more amiable in the 
1 of the lovely Fanny. The 

_ 4 5 8 inno- 
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innocent Sophia immediately cried 5 


ir, at laſt, the could not come 
| before. ; 5 188 8 95 
He dna! nearer, but the pre- | 
fence. of the younger ſiſter pre- 
vented his being able to-ſpeak 
a word., His profound ſilencsde 
eee Sophia to exclaim, 


Why, I thought you wanted 
dd ſee my ſiſter, ſir, and nom Wake 
come you do not {| 


-Sophia's innocent chat | . * 
Kone them both to f ſmile, { al- 
though Fanny was no ways in- 
clined to mirth, her fortitude be- 
ing quite on the trial between the ,. 
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indulgence of her own, paſſion, $5 | 
and faithfulneſs to here friend. 
At, length, + Icame, ” ſaid Villars; 
Bi up in 3 argen with the tide, 
and am obliged ſhortly to return; 

but ſeeing this, little, Diana, ma- 
dam, addreſſing himſelf to Fan- 
nysſſco Brofled, #his way again; 
I promiſed her; a, pr t and 

came tolbring it, 57-86 ſaying, he 
_ preſented her With a. beautiful 
_ needle:book i which: he bad, pur- 


F chaſed for the occaſion, ; ä 


44s 


Nach 2 10 1 15 No on 2. d e 
WH . FER ooking at her {ſte 
_ aid, Do, dag let me 

ia have it, and don't tellany, 8 8 i 
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Fake it; my dear,” ſaid ſhe? 
«but 5774 fir,” addreſſing her- 
W ! « do not bring 
Ye: ents 8 for in- 


2 S £4 ＋ 1414 Se . 4 "© x 4 2g 
2111 01 rn 


<P 918 1 j ” | aid OR 
you ban come after, and if you 


She was no ſooner gone, than 
Villars ſeized Fanny s hand, and 
Printing a thouſand kiſſes there, 


to tell her how much he loved, : 
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ments in which he enjoyed her; 
pl ſmiles, muſt be ; 

__ and gloomy ſeaſon of ab- 
200 ſence.” Fanny told him, Words 
5 . . of courſe had little effect on her, ; 
bdut that ſhe had much to ſay, and 


ſucceeded: by a 


as early as he pleaſed thb next 


e he hound find her there. I 


They met . the peer 


time, but how unlike herſelf the 


lively Fanny! Sorrow was ſeated 
on her : countenance, and with 


pain ſhe ſuppreſt the falling tear. 
She told him, Time muſt ſhortly. 
feparate them; and not quly <69 
but as there were many bars to 
| their eee he bp a, better 1 
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ſpare himſelf and her the trou ble 


of ever! eee more. ttt elf 
. 


After a ; horas; * 3 cc „Mr 


ever lovely girl, if go 1 muſt. 
Though abſent, I ſhall. ever have 


my thoughts on you. Not all the 
land can divide, or the ocean waſn 
my Fanny from my fondeſt hopes. 
J may return with ſucceſs, and 
crown. Hole. hopes, with, Jaſting 8 
Joys.” Eo bien Terms yioril 


A 
4 4 
fn 


_ 11 have no o merit,” e 


: the, , © toiconfine your regard, nor 


can I ever hope ſuch future hep- | 
pineſs: I have a friend, a ſiſter in 
my love, ſhe is all, that's: def. 
ing. all that 3 8 
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- <4. know herimerit, madam,” 
WW Villars, I am no ſtranger 
to her worth F have all a bro-—- 
ther 8 love towards her One fa- . 
ther has ſuccoured us both, one 
habitation ſheltered us, all our 
| little pleaſures: and pains have been 
© equally. divided, and) even now 
wiſh to love her I dread, 1 
| dread to ſte, the fatal — 
off au riſing flame, which muſt, at 
onee deſtroy ber and ruin me... I 
have ever ſtudied to prevent it, 


and chat long before I f © 


Fanny; ſo do not urge a ſuit I 
never, neyen can conſent to: your | 
looks, your ſmiles, „your conde- 


ending fayour; they all, till now, 


have told me, I. WAS not indiffe- 5 
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rent to 4 but if 2 become 


1 
we 
* 


after giving 
of tears, that for 
JWped her 1 h; ſhe : 
tha ſigh, < A ber. 
bow I pity you cud I com- 
mand the affection of mothen 
how readily would 1 give up all 


and abſence may do more 
. —  __' : 
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= than” any thing; and ſhould you 
"injure her health by a ſight o or 
cool return, you would lame 
the loſs. But how interferes your 


intere ſt with her love? Pie 50 


— 


« „Why y you are to deen my 1 | 


_ deareſt F anny,” replied Villars, 
there lays all my fears. My 
mother died when I was in my 
infaney: ſoon after her deceaſe, | 
my father went abroad, and left 
me with Mr. Williams, with ſuch 
directions for my education as 
were beſt ſuited to his fortune. 
Since then he died, and Mr. Wil- - 


liams went over to ſettle his ef- 
7 fects. I was then about nine 


years old. Mr. Williams always 


TOES . was 


F — BOT. aa 
5 a : : 
3 7 738 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS, HY 
was as a tender parent to me, and 
ſo was his lady; indeed I. often 
1 thought they carried their indul- 1 
gence beyond the common xun of | 
affection; for many that ſaw, us ES 
15 thought I was their favorite child. 


By my own choice I went to "RY 
military exerciſes, having always . 
deſire to go into the army, though 
much againſt his liking, -; He. of- 
ten he laid, When we haye. been 
vou well, and if yon Aft with. pru- 
dence, vou may ber a 5 TY 
nament to your cohntry, as u 
will, with the care I have taken, 
be always able to { upport yourſelf 
N With credit; hut by a contrary 
conduct BY Fill be void of all 
"Ba „ comfort, 
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comfort, 8 you have 10 other 
friend, and on your Wachen, de- 

| on my SRP 1 


"> i 26 D_# 


wy tee a teeth 

1 va or 3 and him who | 
or: what my father Was? A mer- 
chant; he replied, gay and extra- 


vagant, . and but for my care he 2 


w would not have been able to have 
lived at all. A bad ſtate of health 


| for ſome time before his death, Wy 


prevented him from keeping up 
that exceſs of extravagance, in 
which he had indulged himſelf, 


Which has been well for you, and 7 5 | 


when you are. more capable of 

conducting your own affairs, I 
ſhall be ready to give VP, ** ay. 5 
accounts to N. 1 
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80 you ſee, my 


and if Peggy, on whom they doat 
| ſhould diſcover her love, and they 
approve it, as I am 


TY 1 * 


her beloved 
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nor could ſhe on her own account, 


| with it otherwiſe. But as a ſin- 
|  cere defire for the welfare of her 
friend had prompted her to fulfil 

the confidence placed in her, ſo, 


had not his determination been ſo 


peremptory, ſhe would ſtill have 
laboured to have contributed to 
the happineſs of Peggy, even at 


the e of her own. 


| Villars hen pred! F anny for. 
a promiſe of never giving her 
company to Miſs Williams, fear- . 
ing! leſt, by: ſome GROVE of their 
aſſo- 


THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 14t FER 
egg but as Mr. Villars had ſo RY 
| ſtrongly urged his diſlike of a ma- 
trimonial connexion with her, ſhe 
| forbore any further to urge it; 
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atfociating, he might be debarred 

of her company.. But Fanny 
would not yield to that, telling 
him, time or place was all one 
to her, and that ſhe could not” | 
quit fo beloved and valuable a fe- 
male friend' for all the other ſex. 
At length they = eee 
without a promiſe of RC . 
ſoon again. eee e 4 


Among the number of F. anny 8 
admirers was Sir Thomas EL 
no leſs formed for the modern 
fine gentleman, than for the rake. 
With difficulty he had got an op- 
5 portunity to whiſper ſome ſoft 
be, compliments, as they chanced to 
meet, which did not fail to draw 
| a ſmile 
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a ſmile of contempt from F anny; 
whoſe young mind, like the ſen- 
ſitive plant, ſhrunk from every 


5 that was unfriendly to in- 


nocence or virtue. At laſt he 
| thought: he might do more by 


open converſation, and determin- 


ed to make a public declaration 
of his love. His perſon, for- 
tune, and appearance in life, in- 
duced Mr. Montague to become 


his advocate, but all was fruitleſs. 


| Agr Mr: 8 had m 


vain urged to Fanny all thoſe ad- 


vantages which he ſuppoſed ſhe 
might enjoy, by accepting the 7 
offers of Sir Thomas; he thought 
it ey to inform Fac knight, 


that 
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. that he could not gain her con- 
ſent, and that as he had no —— 
ſo he had no deſire to force her 
5 inclination; that he could have 
withed it otherwiſe, and that ſhe 


might, with him, have been ſen- 
ble how much ſhe was honoured 


2 by the offer of his hand; adding, 
he that time, perhaps, might get is. 
5 er pf her folly. 2 


a 4 


Mt "0 8 fab Fans, ab- 


ruptly entering the room, © it 
never can. Then addrefling Sir 
| Thomas, rp fir, never was taken 


with a tinſelled toy, nor has de- 


= bauchery any charms for me; an 
honeſt heart free from thoſe vici- 
© 0us, though . faſhionable accom- 


5 | <pliſhments | 
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| pliſhments which ſome people poſ- 
ſeſs, will better ſuit ſo unpoliſned 
a girl as I am.” 80 ſaying, ſhe 

ſmiled on Mr. Montague. For- 
give me, ſir, this bold intruſion, 
and fave yourſelf and me any fur- 
ther trouble with Sir Thomas.” — * 
Then paying a compliment to her 
friend, ſhe withdrew; leaving them 


to put what conſtrution e's 
Te + on her viſit. W 


wt — 
5 0 r 
ma Cy 


The gaubmeh then epersted, 
with many apologies on the part 
of Mr. Montague, and great ci- 
vility on the ſide of Sir Thomas, 
-who would not appear to be any FE 

ways diſconcerted by a refuſal of 
thoſe propoſals which he imagined 
=. 1 HB: would 


fere Fe bee ame that haugh- 
beauty, whom his ſdf-love; had 


& much in- 
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ed, and Fanny neither ſeen 
from Villars, ſne began 
Ee intereſt and friend- 
ſhip had got the better of his ob- 
Jeftions, and that her Peggy \ was 


dhe could n. not, at times, ſuppreſs 
the: rifiy &: ſigh, or diſperſe the 


C3 


g tear; ut checking herſelf, 
ſhe would ſay, Why ſhould J re- 
pine at the ee of another, 
when ſome time ago I fancied 
3 1.1 what 


4 


7 
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_ that happineſs equally united to 
my own! While thus ſtruggling 
between love and friendſhip a 
coach drew up, and Fanny, who 
big 4 the {hrubbery, was quickly 2 
at the door; when ſeeing Mrs. 
Willen, the eagerly. exclaim- 
e How does wes _ Mais 
Y Peggy 75 
0 ver Ss 7 . e the 
lady, 49 8 and 1 am come to know 
if A you, will be ſo obliging as to i 
9) with.me and fee her. 8 
3 2 ound fo the ap- | 
: probation « of her friends, and was 
ready for the j Journey by the time = 
* common eourſe of compli- 
5 Ha -- ments 


ö —— 
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ments had paſſed between the 
company. Mrs. Williams ſtayed 
only while the horſes were reſt d d 
when off ſhe ſet with Fe anny, to ä 
the joy of the latter, but tlie fo . 
of Sophia, who had no compa- TY 
nion n before bat her filter. 


* 5 


They on arrived at Wool. 

wich, when Fanny being con- : 
ducted to Miſs Williams' 8 apart- . 
ment, found her pale and deject- 
ed, leaning on her arm, and read- 
ing. A faint ſmile of joy teſti- 
fied her pleaſure at the ſight of 
Her friend, and gave her parents 
hope of her recovery. When 
| alone, ſhe recounted to Fanny 
1 her low weak Nate which, ſhe 
4 2 ud, 
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ſaid, was occaſioned: by a fever 
upon her ſpirits, but not one word 
of Villars, whom F anny would 
not mention, fearing to give pain 


to her diſtreſſed friend. 


On the ſecond day after the ar- 


rival of Fanny, Mr. Williams haſ- 


tily entered his daughter's room, 


and ſhewed a countenance mixed 


n tenderneſs and, tr ouble. 3 


8 0 N 1 came, , my „ ſaid he; 


800 to tell you that Horatio Vil- 
lars! is going abroad, if you wiſh 


to fee him firſt you may. Un- 
grateful boy! he never ſhall diſ- 
turb either me or mine again.” 


1 


j 


2 Whe- 
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I wth "THE FORTUNATE SISTERS.” | 
| Whether Peggy or Fanny Was 
the — ſufferer by this intel 
D ligence, it is not eaſy to deter- 
mine. However Peggy was not 
long in a ſituation to make any 
anſwer, having fainted in the arms. 
of Fanny; whoſe diſorder was 
attributed to her concern for 
Peggy, her countenance Having 
too fully revealed the torture of 
her mind! But addreſſing ber. , 


ſelf to Mr. Williams, « Oh; fir.” 


aid the, whatever Mr. Vinars 5 
has done to diſoblige you ss 
pity Miſs Peggy ſhould ſuffer ſo: _ 
you ſeem to be offended—it i is not 
now a time to ſhew. your diſplea- 
fure—ſhe is not able to ſupport 
herſelf under 87 anger.” 
= am 


ruf FORTUNATE srsT us. 191 
I am not, my dear,” replied 
he, „“ difpleaſed with her, bat | 
with Horatio, who in warn -} 
22 gratitude, wants every eie TE 

EF” | 

| Peggy was 10 tus time a | the 
recovered, and begged ſhe might 
ſee Villars before he ſet out, and 
Mr. Williams went t for him. 4 L 


| When a flood of — had 
given ſome relief to the afflicted 
Peggy, © Support me, ſaid ſhe 
8 to Fanny, ſupport me at a part- 
ing a parting worſe than death. 
 —Villars! ungenerous youth! 
not only lighted, but—diſdains 
me —Yet I am ſorry my father's 
love for me ſhould ' baniſh him. 
00 1 BY from. - 


; 
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rom his native land from friends, 
and all connexions here he ſo 
far from loving, muſt hate the 
name of Peggy l- Oh! too ſe- 
vere the treatment, though ſo un- 


kind the youth!“ jt : 


Fanny was about to reply, when 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams came in- 
do the room, and with them Vil- 
lars. Fanny aroſe to withdraw, 
but Mr. Wytiams ſaid, „Stay, 
my dear, we are going, but this 
. young ſpark is come to take leave 


Viuillars ſeeing Fanny, . ſtood 
Uke one amazed, till recollect- 
ing himſelf, he approached to 


* * 
Wn, & * 
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; Peggy, when tenderly faluting, 
. Ren Adieu,” "ray he, © m 
8 ma lov'd ſiſter, for ſuch * al- 
ways eſteemed you. If 1 live, 
and you ſhould ever want the Al 
ſiſtance of a brother, you may fo. 
far command me- as for the reſt, 
I think 1, am like a malefactor 
that is condemned without a 
N . | 


1 * God bleſs and proſper all 
your undertakings,” replied ſhe;, 
« as it is not with my defire. you 
go, do not blame me; if you had. 
ha leſs merit; your ſentence had 
been leſs, ſevere,” 80 ſaying, ſhe 
took her handkerchief to conceal 
her tears and bluſhes.— Villars 


H 5 bowed: 
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. | #howed | reſpeAfully, when giving 5 
* Fanny a look that. ſpake more 
than words could do, 1 am 
going on board to-night,” aid "i 
 þF but: poſlibly may not all this 
week. Pers; Miſs Bemont.” 33 
Mißs Peggy remained motion- : 
leſs for ſome time after they with- 
drew, and Fanny's mind was on 
the rack of cur ioſity. However, 
, ſhe cloſely attended her friend all 
: that evening, during the whole of 
Which the name of Villars Was 
not once mentioned by either of 


1 


= 4 +0 


them. The next morning Fan- 
ny, finding herſelf much out of 
| order, told Mrs. Williams that ſhe. 
muſt 8⁰ home, as the 1 | 
£74 — ſituation | 


<7 . 


BET... Richmond with the | utmoſt 
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L tuation of their family had fo 
affected her, that ſhe could * 
other ways recover herſelf: 
that, as ſoon as poflible; ſhe Me 
return again. A carriage being 
accordingly ordered, ſhe fet off 


| 5 . 
When F. anny was alone in the 
= chad; the had time to lament 

her too r fate. : Pap 


1. "I 
4 1421 a 


N „And is he gone at tlaft 2 chat | 


the, never, never to return not 
one farewel !—cruet Horatio! 422856 


By this t time the had ot about 
three miles on her way, when the 
155 6 driver 
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he. fad, wanted to go towards 


of breath. She gave her conſent, 


R £4 4 


in the arms of Horatio | f 


Fanny „ the tine too 
ſhort to ſpend in needleſs forms, 


.” guard, ſhe was not willing to diſ- 
card content: but exclaimed, 


How is this change, Horatio, 
when ſo ſudden your. departure? 0 


As ſoon as he was able he told | 
her „ that within two days after x 


we 


LL: „„ their 


a 


driver ſuddenly ſtopping, aſked 
\ to take in a gentleman, who. 


* : 8 Richmond, and ſeemed to be out 


in a moment "the was. encir 3 : 


and conſcious that virtue was her 
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their laſt meeting, he was ordered , 


toattend Mr. Williams.—< When, - : 


IJ went,” faid he, he took me 
into his office, and thus addreſſed 
me: I think you muſt now, Ho- 
ratio, be a ſufficient judge how to ; 
make choice of a ſettlement for 

life. There are ſeveral youths : 

now going out; and you are or- 

dered among the reſt. But I have 
been thinking, that as you have 
been ſo tenderly brought up, and 
ever under our eye, you may find 
the parting from your friends 
very hard. There are many dif- 
ficulties to be encountered in fo- 
reign climes, which thoſe ſettled 
at home know nothing of; and 
as it 18 in Dy power to detain you 
font © here, 


wa” * 
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here, I think 1 cannot do vou "1 
more acceptable ſervice to that 
185 than offering you my daugh- 
Peggy likes and loves you. 
F 2 no doubt but you will be 
very happy together. One care 
will centre in you both, and you 
will be in reality, what you have 
already been in part, my darling 
child; you ſhall have what, with 
o much care, I have improved 
for you, and what I ſhall add to 
Peggy wHl not ” inferior to * 
A 
ab mw an bund fir,” f geld 1. ein 
oY duty and gratitude to obey all 
Wk our commands ; I am not inſen- 


Able of your favours, or of your 
471210 daughter 8 
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daughter's 8 merit: but 1 cannot *S 
: accept that pledge of your affec- 
tion; we are not deſtined to paſs | wy 
our days together, and if your fa. ft 
vour depends on that, I am loſt 
indeed. In every, other inſtance 
you will find me ready to obey 


52 
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15 2 What, 8 fag he ſternly, 1 Da 
0 you reject. the offer of that which 

you ought. to have thought your- ” 
ſelf bound by every tie of grati- 
tude to have accepted with thank- 
fulneſs and . joy? Believe me, fi ir, 


her, or that 1 think worthy 
ker. But know, ſince you can 5 
| well carve for yourſelf, you may 

| Du 


| 
Z x60, 1 THE : FORTUNATE SISTERS. . 
HE prepare for your departure, and 

y when, if ever, you. ſhall. return 
again, ſeck for another ſet of 
friends, ſuch as we have been; 
but, believe me, you will find ; >. 
them. but thinly ſown. F arewel.” oh 
; 80 bins, he left me. 3 4 


A 
3 
1 Py * 


7 3 thing, ever a has” 
been Preparing for my departure. 

1 ſhall: 89, my Fanny, enriched 

with every comfort, if you wilt 
3 only promiſe to wait a trial of 1 my. 
5 ſucceſs. I proſper, had I the 

wealth of Peru, I would lay it at 
your feet, to command both it 
and me. But abſence has ſach, 
an effect, 1 can hardly aſk,, much; 

leſs expect fuch conſtancy. from 

| one, 
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one, who never ſeemed to give me 


leave to bene 


E felt al that emotion 


4 which he wiſhed to raiſe in her 
| breaſt, though ſhe was too pru- 
dent to expreſs it, They drew 


. 


near to Richmond, before they. 


thought themſelves half the way, 


when half conſenting, half-reluc- 


tant, ſhe alighted at an inn, and 
went, for the firſt time, into a 


private genteel room. Villars or- 
dered a dinner, the day paſſed on, 


and evening came too ſoon for 
him to declare how much he 
adored his Fanny. On his knees 
he called heaven and earth to wit-⸗ 
neſs to his truth, his love, his 

8 conſtancy; 
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ſhe joined in a mutu 
to give her hand to any other, 
while hewas-conftant. At length, 
with a promiſe of embracing every 
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Ke 


r ſtancy; and ere they parted, | 
* vow/never 


opportun ty of correſponding, with 


e and tender eee they 


Is fy 5 f i 


4 


It was late at night before 


Fanny arrived at home, where 
ſhe was received with ſurprize. 


When ſhe had recounted the me- 
; lancholy ſcene to which ſhe had 


been a witneſs, Mrs. Montague 8 
heart melted with tenderneſs for 
the diſtreſſed Peggy; but all of 

em highly blamed Mr. Willi- 


: ati; For his precipitate conduct 
SPILLED towards 
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He: Mr. Villars. 08 Hei is a 


valiant youth,” faid Mr. Monta- 
gue, © and acts with honour.” — — 
5 repeatedly drank to his ſuc- 

; on ahd then retired to reſt. f 


Fatty fad 6 now no attachment 


- to meadows, fields or groves ; ; all 


was alike indifferent; but ſhe 
gloried in the youth who gave up 


all for her, and reſolved to * 


TT her yow invislate till death. 


4 F * 
3 ; 1. yr x % 8 at 
"oh c — 4 4 Fn * 


Peggy igulhel 0 under a de- 


Ang for ſome months, but as no- 


thing violent 1s laſting, ſhe began 


to get the better of her love; her 
countenance 7 reſumed = a chear ful 
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look, and like the returnin 8 ſpring, 
the again h to ſmile. V lb 


J Fr anny Rill loved. 17 friend, 
but as Sophia Was growing up 
towards Mabarity. the ſiſters grew 


in love; for but one inclination 
guided all their actions; in ort 


0 ſeldom were Apts, 


* 


1 . . months F anny 
received a letter from her Hora- 
tio, full of tenderneſs and love, 


containing a full aſſurance that 


time and abſence had added fuel 


to that fire ſhe alone could extin- 
guiſh. It was accompanied with 


ſeveral preſents, among which was 
his picture, Which ſhe valued 
more | 


whit f nr Ar SISTERS, | | oo 4 
more than all the reſt. She re- 


turned an anſwer, as tender as her 
prudence would admit; and ſent 
him an heart elegantly i, which 5 


"he fail was true and faithful to its 


truſt. Sophia was charmed with 


B editeated: fling from ber, 


and Was eque ally laviſh with her 


ſiſter in His praiſe, retaining a grate- 


ful ſenſe of him from the needle- 


Nan Dong by ra eee her with. 


In the nag of. their bappinc, 


Fi one afternoon went out 
with Mr. Montague to take a 
walk, for Sophia was not very 

fond of that exerciſe. But how 
great was her a when on 


74 4 5 2 6 her 
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r. return 
43 ot 1.81 


15 of. her, Fan- 
Dy, Was alwoſt Gracie. She 


„ paſſed 1 the whole nig tes 


t. in tears, 


— 


lenta 18, .. ho Was 


$64, 


OR reedin had, through exceſs of 


1 grief mi carried, and was almoſt 
; of life, for the tenderly | 
Sure never 


k " loved them bot 
{ was ſuch a ſcene ar diſtreſs and 


e 
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| eonfuſion! night ard day fac. 


FALL 


Veeded each other, but only, add- 

15 ed freſh. points to the darts of 
grief, for SPN WAS.,n0 where 
to be. found. „ JO 
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Fanny; all in tears, was walking 


in the grove, and a ſervant came 


from an adjacent road, and deli- 
ered her a note. She knew. her 


ſiſter's hand, and inſtantly, OPER 


ing it, read as follows : F 


— 


A LY 
TE ; 


| 4 « Near Adern 5 5 5180 ex 


0 4 . hope you are 1 al 


J © fended or concerned at my ab- 


<; ſence ; if you come to me, with 
*< the bearer of this epiſtle, in leſs 


* than an hour, we ſhaliche-4t 
his home. Acheu.“ 7 ownl & gl 


7 p "y . _ „ 


? 


ſence. of her ſiſter had 
lach any effect on Fanny, that ſhe 

was ſcarely tobe K | 
weeks had, nearly lep hs 


Fanny, 
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Fanny, all imp | 
| Katie of her ſiſter, and ehinkith 
to Tetur rn immediately, went With 
the meſſenger, without ſo much as 
any covering more than Her hat 
and tippet- They croſſed the 
meadow, and a field beyond it, 
when ſtopping ſhort; Where 
are 11. going 7 #6 faid the. g" EIT 


9 
5 N 


* 


% Only to W houſe,” re- 
plied the man, not a minute's 
walk; . young 1 18 there?” 


+ 


* l 


be ks Is am 18 my e ; 
girl, faid a voice from à perſon 
behind, who. immediately throw- 
ing a large wrapping cloak all 
over her, and catching her up in 
een == 


we 
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his arms, flew to the road- ſide, 
and put her into a chariot: then 
9 jumping in himſelf, Drive on, 


ſaid he, © as faſt as you can.“ — 


The coachman obeyed his orders, | 
| driving with ſuch ſpeed, that Fan- 
ny could ſcarce ſee * _ as 
ſhe paſſed,” 


When ſhe was uncovered, and 
found Sir Thomas L —=— beſide 
her, ſhe gave a ſhriek that RO 
the "_ air. . 


1 © In vain, ee fad as 
e are all your endeavours to Jef» 
tape me; I was vour's before 
but now you are mine. It is not 

Vor. n F; 5 now. 
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now my turn to ſue for favo 
butito command and be ob 


£ + * * * * * 7 * t 4 
7 I ? ; - , 
Load 0 * 7 ' 4 9 
* - * —— 1 ON F 
A3 PO RE 1 5 N FI» 24 SS SITES ES of, 
Ed + : ws 3 pi 5 : - TONS, þ *'4. 3.5 * F* {+ 143 


(0 6 E 
* 


* 


* 


tc Porced obedience, is no obe- 
ae Air, replied ſhes 1 
ſcorn our threats, and do de- 
threatener. It is cow- 
ards only who take advantage of 
the unarmed.” _ 


5 


Oe do your ſmiles, 
d 35 ed h 00 
madam, rejoined the, nor fear 


| 


your frowns; I ſhall only tame 


Jour unruly courage, then you 
may take your chore: to go or 
ſtay. I'll neither: die for love or 
ear; while I have all 1-wiſh an 
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80 ſaying, he claſped her in 
"Uh arms, and by his treatment 


gave her no reaſon to * indeed 
| for V favours. . 


75 „Then. you might haye hal 
other methods, ſir, to win one to 
that compliance you ſo much wiſh 


for,” ſaid ſhe, thinking thereby to 


drive off the fatal period, as moſt 
libertines would rather wiſh com- 
pliance than conſtraint; 3. and it 
had the defired effect. He grew 
more cool, ſhe more kind, till 
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after above an hour's ſmart driv-. 


ing, they ſtopped for refreſhment 
at an inn on the road. She 


there ſeemed. all | condeſcenſion, 
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and ey. ee how far N bad 
to vi. 248 | 
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— "hs 


Not far, my | wget ” he re- 7 
plied, and then ſhall IJ hope 
that you will erown my love with 
an adequate return, and wy 
me all- my trouble: his e 


8 i Was no wonder that ſuch 

converſation ſhould raife a bluſh 
in Pafiny's face, which, together 
with her filence, gave him room 
to hope he ſoon ſhould, without 
much trouble, triumph over her, 
5 who had * np 


Sir Thomas had not 5 84 
her one moment while they ſtayed 
| in 
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in the houſe, but juſt: as the 


chariot drew up to the door, and 


ſhe was offering her unwilling 


hand to go, a young gentleman 


of no mean appearance, who ſtood 
'by, ſeeing Sir Thomas, briſkly : 
ſtepped up, A common raviſher 
1 fear, Nhe er ried. 


3F Gs, ie N turning 
round, and looking full on him, 
juſt articulated, Oh, reſcue in- 
and down ſhe 


$25 


jured 1 innocence | 
ſunk. 
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When ſhe recovered, ſhe found | 


herſelf in a bed, a ſurgeon in at- 


1 * Kenz 
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tendance, and a young perſon 
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fitting by her, and holding her 
T2 wack in hers.” 


* Oh, White dad I: ?” faid' ſhe, 
« is not Sir Thomas here R 


„ No, my dear ould lady,” 

mid the ſurgeon, there are none 

1 but friends to virtue here; but do 

not talk too much, you are very fe- 

veriſh and very low, you muſt 

„ not be diſturbed. Kitty ſhall at- 
1 1 tend you, ſo order all yoy, wiſh, 
and when you are better, you ſhall 
WR * know all you want to 1 inform- 


Mang much fatigued in by 
and more in mind, ſhe compoſed 
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herſelf to fleep. After four hours 
ſhe awaked, /but late as it was, 
ſhe found the ſame attendant ſfit- 
| ting 45 her. | 


= 1. am much obliged to you. 
madam, for care, ſaid- ſhe, 
but muſt beg ko be informed 
to whom I am obligated for all 
theſe favours, and how I came to 
be 8 HAPPY a8 to attain them 


: 40 "IR 15840 * ' Tad abe 
attendant, has given orders to 
be called as ſoon as you awaked, 
and that you ſhould not be diſ- 

turbed. III ring the bell this 
inſtant; and as to what. infor- - 
14 4 mation 
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16 THE FORTUNATE SISTRAS, | 
mation you require, he is beſt 5 
. able to give it.“ | 7 


Fa inny, who had not overcome 
ber fright, riſing up, caught "= 
by the arm, ſaying, „dir | 
Thomas L— 18 your uncle, for 
God's ſake, let me die in peace, 


=. Tt Royer, never let me 2 him 


again. | 


_— * | 
i'Y N | : 
{208 Maria EA, w v . 18 


a furgeon, whoſe name is Frank- 

lin, one Mr. Oliver conducted you 

here, and the gentleman you men- | 
tion Ido not know.” _ 9 


Ke 9h ha Call him then,” fad Pan: 

4 J long to know, how 1 came 

. 8 and * whom.” _—_ 
e 5 —_ _ 
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5 THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 177, 
Mr. F ranklin then entered, 
kindly enquired after her health, 
and finding her much compoſed, 
_ defired ſhe might be helped 10 
riſe, and he would wait o her 
again; and Miſs Maria aſbſting i 
her, ſhe was ſoon ready to receive 


her _— 


| When M 2 Franklin. ——_— | 
he ſmiling ſaid, << My dear young. 
lady, a ſtranger brought you here,, 
and ſaved your life at the hazard. 
of his own. His outward wound. 


is trifling, I wiſh the d * 
may be healed as ſoon.” 


| am a glad to find the 4 6 
* 


178 TAE FORTUNATE SISTERS £0 © 
near recovery, pray mh I not t ſee | 
and thank him De Pn ELLA 
175 This inſtant, madam,” ſaid -Þ 
Mr. Franklin, he waits your 
commands with great impati- 1 
ence.” en Ts r | 
Mr. Oliver then entered, w 1 
one arm in a fling, and leaning . 
on 4 N who aſſiſted” him to | 
lk. Fanny roſe to. receive her - | 
or, but when ſhe ſaw how - 
much he was wy ſhe was- un- 


able to expreſs 
bgation. r 1 131 r. 5 


Po not name it, madam,” 
ad the gentleman, © I only re. 
— RE=®  / 


THE ronrUVATE siST ERB. 279 | 
ceived a fight: ſcratch in my arti} 


ad and ſprained ' my anele; both 
trifles, and richly en u 120 Fs 
Wing ſo a a Some 
She bluſtied! L Abd Wawel, but : 
whenever the door opened quick} 
ſte ſtarted; which he obſerving, 
begged her to ſuppreſs her fears, 
as he had taken care ſo to cool 
the courage of” His antagoniſt; 5 
that he would not quickly be in a a 
condition to run away with hee - ; 
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Tea clings cole beitis intro :* 
_ they entered into a fami- 5 #1 
liar converſation. After it was 

= 16 removed, 


know how. every t 
ſpired to raiſe her Mii hs 
of ruin, to the pinnacle of hap» 

pineſs. Mr. Oliver bowed „ > 
nt, at the ſame time obſerving 
hat. be had rather it had come 
m any other mouth than | 
his, as in order to account for = is 
t, he muſt relate another af- 

z No: leſs extraordinary, which 

had: occurred but juſt before, 

and it might ſeem too much 

like ſelf- praiſe; though he had | 
not done more than any other 
would have done in the ſame 
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Mr. Oliver then entered into 
the; following particulars, of this 
e tranſactienn 


<6 1 have not been much e 
ten days in London. My friends, 
EST with whom I ſpend moſt. of my 
time, have a ſon, who, to give 
ppũou his character in ſhort, is a 
modern fine gentleman. . He has 
accompanied me to. all the polite 
amuſements the town affords. 
Laſt night he faid, he had one 
more evening entertainment to 
introduce me to, which, as a 
man, he made no doubt Would $1 
exceed all the foregoing. I readi- i = 
ly complied, and a coach cen 
veyed us to a very genteel houſe, 1 
. into YN 
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in 6 with Ge! et without any 

ceremony. At firſt I irnagined = 
to be the habitation of fome'\ very 
intimate acquaintanc 
made free from fri 
into a Pa wle 
aan word, and 


* 


* 
. 


bell, rang it; the ſervant” enter 

s quick as if he was attending at. 
the door. Where is your miſ- 
treſs ? kt demanded She wil at- 
tend you inſtantly, was anfſwer- . 
ed. Who was at home? the next 
queſtion, and without waitin . 
for an anſwer, Go, and let me 
know, and bring ſome coffee and 
tea directly. * : ſervant bowed | 9 
and withdrew;  - 
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21 15 ſtood aſtoniſhed till we were 
again alone, and then aſked, what” 
ſort of entertainment 1 was to! 
expect there? and what the houſe 


was called? * As to your entertain 


ment, ſaid he, it may be as is 
moſt agreeable. to yourſelf; it is 
one of the moſt private and polite - 


houſes of pleaſure this day in 


town ; and the prettieſt and moſt! 


PN i girls vou ever ſaw, live in 


As to your expence it. may 
be juſt what you like; and if you 
do not chuſe to ſtay any longer 
than tea, you are not compelled, 
or the leſs reſpected. Then it 
is what, to ſpeak in plain terms, I 


ſhould call a ——.“ Juſt as I was: 


| doing to fay e a 9 about 


forty 
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E . + forty. centered, in an elegant un- 
1 . and nn p r 

„ reſpectfully 

1 . hat gentleman, madam, 

ſid my introducer, © is a ſtran- 


Py Ma e own ; dd Was s very 3 
in compliments, without knowing 


= - whether I was poſſeſſed of any -o& 
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one of thoſe good qualities ſhe 
had fo readily. attributed to me. 
I anſwered her as well as the lit- 
tle knowledge I had of thoſe. af 
fairs would i b 


i 3 . being brought, 
my conductor told the man, he 
ſhould be glad of the company of 
as\ many of the young ladies as 
were diſengaged. Three in con- 
ſequence made their appearance z $7 
all elegantly dreſſed, and the aſ- 
ſiſtance of art being added to the 


| beauties of nature, you might 5 


have ſuppoſed yourſelf to have fal- 
len into the company of ſo many 
of the graces. T hey ſaid little at 
firſt, but the wine going round, 
and 
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and mirth increaſing, they grew 


more unreſerved, yet might be 
faid to be free and prudent, for 


there was nothing paſſed but what 
was very modeſt. The youngeſt 


made many overtures towards me, 
but as T was in no reſpect inclin- 


ed to partake of their pleaſures, I 
joined very little in their conver- 


ſation. My companion withdrew 


for a ſhort time with one of the 


ladies, and on his return, aſked if 


it wo ald be diſagreeable to f pend 
the evening there, or if it inter- 
fered with any other engagement 


of mine. I had no partieular 
choice, therefore would not be ſo 
fi mg dier as to break on the com- 
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supper being ready, we 
were uſhered into an elegant 
room, where we were joined by 
two more nymphs of the ſame 
order, and three gentlemen, one 
of whom was Sir Thomas L—: 
One of the other two ladies was, 


as near as I can judge, about 5 


fourteen years of age. I can give 
no deſcription of her perſon, for 
ſhe was all that by nature which 
the others appeared to be by art. 
She fixed her eyes ſo ſtedfaſtly on 
me during the whole ſupper-time, 
that I could not but think, ſhe 
meant much more than, in her 
ſituation, the could a aa | 
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“Though each gentleman had 
fixed on his lady, (myſelf and one 
lady excepted) there was nothing 
particular paſſed in their beha- 
viour, but the whole converſation 
WAS... general; ; only rather more 
notice was taken of that youngeſt 

| lady, who ſcemed to me to be the 
deſired object of Sir Thomas. 
After ſupper the bottle went round 
very briſkly, which ſeemed 10 en- 
liven the whole company, except 
that young and almoſt unparal- 
leled beauty; for I think out of 


this company, looking at Fanny, 


I never ſaw a greater, at the ſame 
time that her countenance beſpoke 
a mind enriched with innate vir- 


gin modeſty. 
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Finding myſelf extremely un- 
happy under the ſtate of ſuſpenee 
J vas in, I aroſe, and deſired to 
ſpeak to Mrs. ——, the lady of 
the houſe. She took me into an 
adjoining dreſſing room, and I told — 
her, I was really a ſtranger to tle 
decorum of her houſe, but that I 
much admired the young lady they 
called Miſs Harriot, and ſhould 
be glad to have ſome converſation 
with her.—She pauſed, «© I am 
ith fir. ſaid ſhe, * that I can- 
not oblige you to-night; ſhe is 
indeed à jewel worth the pur- 
chaſe. That gentleman who is 
ſitting by her; this day gave me a 


_-_ 


hundred pound Bank bill; and is x 
to give her another, She never ; - 
BE 8 was 


yaw” | | 


„„ 


my 
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was in company before, and but 
for my honour, and the favours 
I have received of him, I might 


this day have had five hundred. 


I was fo ſhocked at this ac- 


count, I knew not how to an- 


ſwer, or to ſuppreſs the indigna- 
tion J felt riſing in my breaſt; 
againſt one who was ſo apparent- 
ly bargaining for the proſtitution 


of injured innocence, to the de- 


en of both ſoul ** 8 | 


we As I knew not how to act 
under a roof where debauchery 
was a merit, and virtue, honeſty, 
and every other principle that 
ſhould eee man was 


„ | — £ quite 


— 


ur FORTUNATE $1STERS. 19 t 


quite aboliſhed, I returned to the 


company again, reſolved to ſee 


the event. Two couple had witli- 


dran, when Sir Thomas rifing 


and approaching - Miſs Harriot, 
looked at his watch, W n 
out an oath, ſaid, me. 
I need repeat no > more of his 
oo language. Her colour 


inſtantly forſook her, and ſhrink- 
ing. from his offered hand, ſhe 


again caſt a look at me. I ſtep- 
ped up to her, One word, my 
angel, ſaid I= Your pardon, 
fir,” to Sir Thomas; who clap- 
ping his hand to his ſword; Was 
about to draw; , ** That lady, 
ſaid he, fir, is mine g and 11 
n die than loſe her, 8e If it 
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the lady's pleaſure,” replied I, 
& then I am content; if not, III 
die before you ſhall have her.” 

She ſprung that inſtant. to me. 


K 


Oh, take me, ſaid ſhe; © from 


this vile houſe, thou guardian 
Sir 
Thomas drew directly, I was for- 
tunate enough to catch the hilt, 
and wrenched his ſword from his 
| hand: I would rather, fir,” 
- faid I, © be your friend than foe; 
and am perſuaded by to-morrow's 
Jun, you'll thank me for eaſing your 
conſcience from that heavy load 
you certainly muſt bear when you 
come to reflect (for however dif- 
ſolute your r life, a time of reflec- 
tion will come) on being the in- 
jurer 


4 


0 "4 


: £5, = 0 
. Fl J : * * - 3 1225 wa apts 5 
45 ; 8: * 1 2 ©" . 1 
vo 5 . F - > > # * 


2 9 ; 74s Bas " Wis <> 
en eee AF IO Ea} 


+ THE FORTUNATE SISTERS. 193 


Jurer of innocence, and truumph- 
ant over virtue, in ſhort, of nip- 
ping in the bud ſo fair a flower.” 


« I will not ſhock your ears, 
_ madam, by a repetition of what 


he ſaid, while flying up towards Fl 


Harriot, who had got behind me, 


when with one blow I laid him 


at my feet. Then, nnen 
turning round to Mrs. 


I 


Order a coach directly, ma- 
dam,“ ſaid I, and let us go, 
or by all that's good I'll make you 
rue the hour I entered here.” She 
inſtantly obeyeg, I bore away my 

prize, and left them to ſettle how 
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80 
Harriet 
terms far beyon 6 
happy in the cauſe, and endea- 
voured to ſuppreſs the overflow- 
ings. of her gratitude. I aſked 

no queſtions, but as ſoon as I 
had procured her ſome relief to 
reſtore her ſmking ſpirits, I con- 
veyed her to her friends, who 
received her with expreſſions of | 
the- utmoſt- joy. I promiſed to | 
call again; but having occaſion 

to come this road, to ſee a gen- 
tleman whom I could not find, | 
was ſo happy as to meet with 

you,” addreſſing himſelf to Fan- 

ny. © And I ſhall celebrate this | 
day, madam, to the lateſt of my 
* © eee, 
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- life, for being made an inſtru- 
ment of ſome ſervice to two 
ladies, ſuch as the wor Id cannot 
| equal.” 8 | 


The company u 


thanked Mr. Oliver fot his time. 


ly interpoſition in the cauſe of 


injured innocence, and were Pro- 


ceeding to extol his courage, 
when he interrupted them, and 


addreſſing Miſs Fanny, ſaid, 


« Madam, you much over-rate 


my ſervice, but I now requeſt 5 


the pleaſure of ſeeing you home; 
my friends will be impatient at 
my ſtay, and as to this gentle- 
man, he being ſent for, Eindly 

ak! K 2 offered 


5 '$+ „ "hs | 2 7 o 
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—_ offered his houſe, till thin gs were 
We. better ſettled. opts, Fl 


MN: __— ſhe, © 


Why, madam, | when you 
ſought my help, I ruſhed be- 


ee But "IB is Sir Thomas now 


tween, you. He Was armed with 
ſword and piſtol. | Before I could 
diſarm him, Lreceived this ſcratch; 
but fighting him with his ow] n 
Li Weapon, I ran, him through the. 
MY thigh. It is only, Jam told, 11 
& fleſh wound, of which he may 
recover; I wiſh he may, and 
dat he may fee his error; but 
Whether he does or not, as my 
= | Harriet : 


&. 
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4 Har riot's friei d, Mr. Au 
: obſerved - GED 


Here an interrupting, ex- 
claimed aloud, Oh, Sophia! 
Oh, my ſiſter! why ſure you can- 5 
not be that Harriot !” but upon g 


enquiring into further particu- 


lars, ſhe found it really ſo. Up- 


on this diſcovery they were more 


aſtoniſhed than ever; but how, 
or by what means, Sophia got 
igto that accurſed houſe, remain- 


ed for her to tell. 


Mr. Oliver would have dif- 


charged his obligation to Mr. 


Franklin by a genteel preſent, 
but he could not be prevailed 


R ue 
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upon to accept of any thing; 
adding, he thought himſelf ſuf- 
ficiently rewarded in having it in 
his power to be of any ſervice to 
ſo amiable a lady and ſo generous 
a protector, That he would 
only. as a friend, recommend We 
to him to have care taken of his 
arm, for though che ſervices he 
had done, had given him ſo much 

pleaſure and ſatisfaction as to 
3 make him pay little attention to 

it, it was, nevertheleſs, a very bad 


wound; and if not properly at- 
tended to, might prove of very 
dangerous conſequence. When 
Fanny heard this, ſhe was under 
great concern, and inſiſted that, 
unleſs he would canſent to ſtay 

= at 
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N NA * W or ate dirt piping 
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at Mr. Montague's till he was 
recovered, he ſhould not go with 
her. He had a ſtrong attachment 
to all the family, and on that ac- 
| count was the eafier prevailed on 
to accept the - propoſal. Then 
getting, Mr. Franklin to write 
to his friend, that he was'detain- 
ed by a trifling accident for a few 
days, and as ſoon as poſſible 
ſhould return to London; and 
alſo Mr. Franklin 8 CD of 
attending him at Mr. Monta- 
: B16: 85 they took leave. 


| Nothing-culd equal the joy of 
all parties, upon their arrival at 
Mr. Montague's ; and Miſs Peggy 
Williams being juſt arrived to 
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paſs a few days with them, ſhe 
Was no leſs a partaker of their 
pleaſure. Mr. Montague teſtifi- 
ed the greateſt ſenſe of the obliga- 
tion he laid under for his care of 
his children, as he always called 

them, by the moſt unremitting 
attention to their protector. 
Mr. Oliver had, more than 
once, told Miſs Bemont, he could 
not accept of any other mark of 
her favour, in return for his 
pain, than that ſhe ſhould her- 
ſelf be the ſurgeon to cure the 
hidden wound, that of his heart. 
But as · F anny was above diſguiſe, 
ſhe thought it would be the 
greateſt proof ſhe could give him 
| 4 5 — of 
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of her gratitude, to 1 nake him at 
once the confidant of er engage- 
ment with Mr. Villars : : at the 
ſame time aſſuring him, had not. 
that been the caſe, there was not 7 
any one in the world the could [ 
have been equally happy with as 
himſelf; but that nothing. but 
death could ever change her love, 
Notwithſtanding this declaration 
was like a dagger to the heart 
of Oliver, he could not but apr a 
plaud her reſolution and con- 
—_— 125 | 

"Sophia was too young to be 
thought of as a wife; for 8 
though poſſeſſed of a gay and 
ſprightly turn of mind, which 
K | _ an 
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added greatly to her charms „ her 
\Fouth would Fave made ſuch, a 
propoſal ' quite, | improper. Vet 
Mr. Oliver having declared he 
muſt have | a wife from among 
this knot of friends, begged of | 
Miſs Fanny to intercede for him, 
to Nik Wittams, She is, 1 

feld he, a charming girl, ſen · 
fible without pride, polite without | 
affeftation. Her beauty is her leaſt 
merit; "a frank ſincerity runs 
chrough all her words. In ſhor t, 
yourſelf excepted, I know not 
any one I could be fo happy 
With.“ F anny was delighted to 
find the merits of her friend had 
reached the heart of her cham- 
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dier, 17 ee to > mention i it 
- Fanny — fat means- 4 — 
acquaint Miſs Williams of the 
conqueſt. the had made. Peg, 
received the news with a becom- 
ing modeſty, and aſſured Miſs 
Bemont that, next to Mr. Villars, 
ſhe thought ſhe could prefer Mr. 
Oliver to all the gentlemen ſhe 
| had ſeen: but ſhe ſhould for he 
future be guided by her father; 
in every application of that na- 
ture, 16 ſo far gained Mig. 
Miliams's conſent, Fanny flew: 
to Mr. Oliver, the willing meſ-. 
ase 71 lucceſ fal love. 7 
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Mr. Oliver's arm mended every 


day, under Mr. Franklin's care; 5 


and when Mr. Williams came to 

fetch his daughter, he deſired a 
few words with him in 
when he avowed his love, and re- 
queſted his conſent. Mr. Willi- 
ams' deſired a little time to conſi- 


rivate ; . 


der of the affair, and promiſed a 


final anſwer in a few days. All 
things being agreeable, nothing 
remained wanting, but the con- 
ſent of Mr. Oliver 8 friends, which 


he was ſure of gaining, being his 


father 's darling, and his mother's 
pride. They were ſoon expected ; 
from Virginia, having Tent him 
before with a young gentleman 


of the family aha whom he was 


4 


N . | in 
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in town, to gratify his" *curiolity 
and ple 


Thus all things were running 
ſmoothly on. Fanny continued 


to hear from her Horatio, and 1 


| notwithſtanding the repeated ad- 
vantageous offers daily made her, 15 
ſhe was firm to her engagement, | 
and he alone continued the poſ- 
ſeſſor of her heärt. Mr. and Mrs. 
Oliver however were detained 
from coming till the following 
ſpring, which put off the nup- 
tials of their ſon, notwithſtand- | 
ing "they had ſent their free Alfent 
to his choice; with an order for 
the payment of 30001.” on the 
celebration of them; and a pro- 
SLO 5 miſe 


r 
2 
. 1 


deſerving of every. paternal indul- 
gence. Mr. V Williams had agreed 
to give Peggy 20901, ſo that all 


withes, „ and they only waited the 
arrival of Mr. Obver's friends. 
Neither was Sophia without her 


ſitting in the garden, a gentle- 
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niſe of one third part of the pro- 
fits of his fath her's buſi ele, as 2 8 


partner: he was indeed a 3 


27144 121 


matters were ſettled to their 


ſhare of conqueſts, though the 


maj: jeftic grace ſhe had, gave. her 


an air of pride, that rather gave 

a check to her admirers. 3 
441111 Of ene „r =/ 

| One. morning as Mr. Oliver, 

Fanny, Sophia, and P Pegey were. 


man croſſed the adjacent meadow, 


whoſe 


TE ron vun ATE, MISTERS. ler 
whoſe air and gait they, rhought 


he drew nearer, they ſaw it was 
Sir Thomas. A trembling ſeized 
both the fiſters, and Oliver alone 
{aw his approach with undaunt- 


ed courage. He ſtopped at the 
lower gate, and Mr. Oliver went 
to know his pleaſure, though 

much againſt the inclinatitnigs of 


the i 


3 A e ſalute, "I 
came, U 


u, and to acknowledge 


and genteel reproof had made 


ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, as 
let me e at your diſpoſal. 


* 


themſeives no ſtrangers to; and as 


„ ſaid Sir Thomas, to 


that your generous admonition 
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Vice, When over-awed by virtue; 
ſubmits, a willing conqueſt, and 


5 glories in being vanquiſhed. I 


think to '£o abroad, and thereby 
nun my looſe companions ; ; but 
came in 'perfon; firſt, to apologize 
for my paſt miſconduct, and then 
to tell you, that your friendſhip | 


would be of more worth to me, 


than all the honours or wealth 1 N 


dC) T5 3 5% 


| Mr. Oliver was ſo much over- 
come with ſurprize and pleaſure, 


at this unexpected incident, that” 


he could ſcarcely credit what he' 


heard. But ſo neat and'genteel 
was his dreſs, ſo modeſt his de- 


Pn: ſo ſubmiſſive his be- 
TELL 15 haviour, 
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haviour, as gave him no room 
to think, but that his tongue 
ſpoke the language of his heart; 
upon which he offered Sir Thomas 
his hand with tears of joy; ac- 
| knowledging, that by his con- 
deſcenſion he had greatly over 
paid all paſt miſtakes, and begging 
they might be forgotten. | 


Mr. Oliver then criquired after 
the means of his recovery. Sir 
Thomas told him, That he was 
conveyed to a private apartment, 
where he had the beſt advice, and 
all poſſible care taken of him: 
and being quite alone, he often 
ruminated on what had paſſed. 
A fever ſeized bim, which obliged 
| him 
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him to live very low, and his 


chief companions were books, 
borrowed in the houſe, which be- 
ing well choſen, © made,” ſaid he, 
« together with your good coun- 
ſe}, ſuch; impreſſions on my mind, 


as have never Worn off. When 
I returned home, to the carl, my 
uncle, my old companions ſoon 


ſurrounded me; but how unlike 
were their purſuits, to the train 


of thoughts in vrhich I had paſſed 
my late retirement! 1 bluſh to 


OWN, that I tr uggled to conquer 
my diſtaſte of their converſation, | 
but the ſtruggle was in vain; 
and upon drawing the compari- 
ſon between their practice and 
your Principles, ſoon found, that 
pleaſure 


1 


34 
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pleaſure centers only in the vir- 


tuous mind, and was not to he 


found in titles, wealth, or power, 


or any of thoſe tranſient enjoy- 


ments I had before experienced. 


Friendſhip in ſincerity, and joys 
more permanent than any 1 have 


yet felt, are what I with and : 


long for.“ 


J 


ns this converſation, the 


ladies were Waiting with great 
impatience, not imagining the 
cauſe. Nor would Sir Thomas 
take one ſtep towards them, till 
Mr. Oliver had procured his par- 
don. He then promiſed to make 
that place in his road before he 
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left En gland, and they parted i in 
true friendſhip. | 


It was a al time after 
Mr. Oliver had reſumed his ſeat, 
before he could recover from the 


farprize which the narration of 


his new friend had thrown him 
into; inſomuch, that he was ſilent 
to the many queſtions put to him 


on all ſides. At laſt he gave them 


a particular account of what had 
paſſed, to the great joy of all 
parties. And Sophia could not 
help feeling it ſo ſenſibly, that, 
with tears, ſhe ſaid, How hap- 


py an eſcape for us! What a 
happy effect on him!“ adding, 


< I think with his manners, his 
perſon 
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perſon is changed ; and be looks 


fifty times more the gentleman - 


than he. did > J 1 1 


5 * to unt aid F We « 1 
ever thought his perſon more 


than paſſable, for indeed he is b 


| handſome; he has ſenſe above 


the common run of mankind; and 


wit well turned, which; joined to 
his reformation, will- now ren- 
der him a deſirable companion.“ 
11 cit 
40 I have never, till now, ſaid 
Mr. Oliver, © mentioned the af- 
fair ſince it happened, for fear it 
ſhould create new trouble in the 
mind of my lovely Sophia; elſe 
I could wiſh to know by what 
accident 
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zecident: ſhe came into the houſe 


man; for ſuch I think ſhe may 


be juſtly termed, who, under a 
ſpecious pretence of ſuccouring, 
ruins both foul and body of all 


ſet foot under her roof 


mand any thing from me; and 
J, in my turn, ought without 
reluctance to obey. But I muſt 


f „ Why,“ repli ed Sophia, * 
deed, ſir, you have a right to com- 


that -ſubject; as the thought, 


ferikes terror on my mind, and 
quite 
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unſettles my whole frame. 
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and ſhe 5 . 
6 This my ſiſter's abſence r was 


ny: for though Mrs. Montague 


much her time. To fill up that 


you, ſir, ſaw at Mrs. 
one other called Emilia, hon you 
did not ſee, uſed frequentiy to 
make that in their walk, and by 
4 ther lively chat; and genteel ap- 

5 Pearance, 


H apologized for his requeſt; 


| very much at a lofs for compa- 


did all that lay in her power to 
ſapply her place to me, the care 
of her family, and other neceſſary 
W domeſtic employments take up 


blank, I' uſed often to take a 
book, and go to the bench in our 
grove. Two young ladies, whom 
„ard 
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Pearance, I had no dou bt of 
either their character or conſe- 
quence. They were always at- 


tended by the black ſervant, and 


their dreſs and manners ſeemed 
to me to beſpeak them intitled to 
ſuch diſtinction, | 


w ec On, 5 165 chat 1 was firſt 
abſent, they came, as they ſaid, on 
purpoſe to aſk me to walk in the 
public, gardens, as there was a 
foreign princeſs, and a great num- 
ber of the nobility to be there. 

Without reflection, and ſuppoſ- 

ing it to be only for an hour, 1 
went. We were joined by Mrs. 
n and that lady whom you 
faw | in the fert ilk edged with 


- 
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ſilver. There was a great deal 
came up. I had heard much talk 
of him, and indeed his company 
and converſation, are "oy defis 
able. n | wet? in 
| | | | 0-5-2000! 
Th: After walking Ge time, 
with overmuch perſuaſion, I got 
into their coach, to go only tyyo i 
miles further, as they told me, to 
ſee a cricket match, and they pro- 
miſed to return directly. I ob 
ſerved they drove very faſt, and 
in the coach they had cakes, and 
wine, which they called F lorence, 
ta quench their thirſt, As I was 
very tlürſty, I did not need much 
entræatyinbut. J had no. ſooner:- 
FOE I, L | drank 
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drank of the liquor, than I was 
as much elevated as any of them, 

and thought no more of home. 
They drank about frequently, till 


forgetting where I was, J alight- 
ed at their houſe, where by a con- 
tinued round of ſinging, dancing, 


Kc. they kept me up all that 
_ and the next day, till even- 


"when I went to bed. When 
-awaked, the next morning, I 


found Mrs. — was ſitting by 
me. She kindly enquired after 


my health, and faid, her daugh- 


ters ſhould come and keep me 
company, and a ſervant ſhould 
attend me. That ſhe had ſent 
to Mr. Montague, who had giv- 
en leave for me to go with them 


to 


1 
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to Hampton - court, Windſor, &c. ; 
and that they ſhould be out two 

days. In ſhort, I was kept in 
ſuch a conſtant round of amuſe- 
ments of one kind or other, as . 
left me no time for reflection; 
and they had drawn from me : 
Mr. Montague's name and ad- 
dreſs, at a time when I KNEW 4 not 
What 1 talked of. 


« We went the tour before- 

mentioned, which took us five 
days inſtead of two, and after we 
returned, I ſaw no company but 
thermſelves, till two days before 

you came, when the Duke of 
—— viſited Emilia. She faid ſhe 
was privately married to him, and 

L. * I 5 2 
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I thought it might be true, as 


they ſlept together, and went 
en the en Ecol 


* 
* 


4 The next day Sir Thomas 


he us a vifit. He "I" me, 


then thought, no doubt, to be 


revenged of her, for her refuſal - 
of 5] by the ruin of us both. 
He went away without taking 
any notice of me; but when he 
was gone, Mrs. — told me ſhe 
* my ſiſter, and if I would 
ſend her a line to give us a meet- 


1 ng juſt ; by home, we ſhould” re 


turn together; I accordingly 
in 


* 


* 
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in full hope of being reſtored to 
IB friends; as I had been PrFo- 
: miſled from day | to day, being 
quite tired of jaunting from place 
to place, and that round of plea- 
ſure in which I had been ſo long 
en gaged : not but that I Was ea- 
ſier, than I otherwiſe ſhould: have 
been, on a ſuppoſition that Mr. 


Montague's l knew where 
1 Was. 
1 ; 
Jack That evening Mrs. . —— 
came into the room where I was 


fitting, and talked a long while 


of titles, pleaſures, preſents, ſet- 
tlements, and many things which 
waited my acceptance, but at laſt 
I found they were to be pur- 

L. 3 chaſed 
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chaſed at the expence of my vir- 
tue, innocence, and truth. I wept 
and intreated, ſhe kiſſed and com- 


forted me, till at laſt I fainted 
with fatigue and grief. When 


I revived 1 ſaw no way to eſcape, 


and the evening drew on in which 


I was te be made a ſacrifice, but 
you, fir, bravely delivered me 
from all that was wretched, to 
my preſent happy ſtate.” _ 


They thanked her for the ac- 
count, and after expatiating large- 


ly on the dreadful influence of 
ſuch houſes, dried up thoſe tears 
with which they had accompanied 


,. Sophia while ſhe was _ her 
narrative. 


* 
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Fanny, Sophia, Miſs Wilhams, 
and Mr. Ohver were almoſt'con- 
fant gueſts of Mr. Montague, 
who had overcome that melan- 
choly that had taken ſuch poſſeſſi- 
on of him, at Mr. Bemont's firſt 
acquaintance. But it ſeemed to 
be approaching him again by flow 
degrees, and his friends often 
tried the force of raillery to di- 
vert him from it, but in vain. 


To add to it, Mrs. Montague 
was ſeized with a fever on her 
nerves, which was pronounced 
very dangerous, unleſs ſpeedily. 
removed. All other means hav- 
ing been uſed in. vain, the falt- 
water was recommended. Bright- 

'L 4 helmſtone 
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helmſtone was fixed on as the 
place, and at her requeſt one of 
the 1 ladies was to accom- 
Nur her. 


** 
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. was Are on vido? his 
| ck as her youth and viva- 
city would make her an agree- 
able companion to Mrs. Monta- 
gue, while Fanny took the charge 
of her family in her abſence. 


The proper preparations being 
made for tlie reception of Mrs. 
Montague as a patient, and for 
Miſs Sophia to partake of the 
amuſements of the place, (there 
being at that time a great deal 
5 ee e a man and a 
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maid ſervant were fixed mpon'as 
their attendants, and a poſti. 
chaiſe ſoon ene them to 5 
eee 0 des | 
: | 01590 Jour be 

hir ite, of their family, 
obliged them, at times, to perform 
little excurſions)! in the neighbour- 
hood; to make 0 the. loſs ere 


3 „„ 


* 7 4 
friends. 5 1 pal dove hotel 


Lage” 
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After Gans time Miſs Bemont! 
grew very uneaſy at the ſilence of 
Mr. Villars; and often in ſecret. 
condemned his want. of thought; 
though not of <oplancy towards 
her. nr ä 


* 5 
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About a fortnight after So- 
phia's departure, who had been 
her ſiſter's companion by night as 
well as by day, Miſs Bemont; 
who had not been long retired to 
reſt, was awakened by the gentle 
touch of ſomebody, who was 
- raiſing her bed-cloaths. She at- 
_ tempted to call out for aſſiſtance, 
but immediately her mouth was 
"topped by kiſſes ſo cloſe, ſhe had. 
no power to fpeak. But when 
the found herſelf confined, that 
her honour and virtue were the 
intended ſacrifice, and that ſhe 
had nothing but ſtrength and re- 
folution to ſtand her friend, not- 
withſtanding her unguarded fi- 
tuation, ſhe exerted herſelf fo 


 Vigo- 
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vigorouſly, 28 to diſengage her- 
ſelf, and ſhrieked out for help; 
during which time, it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty ſhe eſcaped 
the treacherous deſign; and on 
hearing a door opening, her ra- 
viſher forſook her, and made his 
eſcape. ; n TT 


Fanny immediately flew to her 
door, which: was already open, 
and ſo into the paſſage. Mr. 
Oliver, as neareſt her room, firſt 
met her, and ſeeing her undreſſ- 
ed, all but a looſe gown, took 
her kindly in his arms, and car- 
rying her back to her bed, ten- 
derly begged ſhe would compoſe 
herſelf, aſſuring her he would 
| L 6 protect 


8 


. 
>, 
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protect her at the hazard of his. 
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2 57 that time Peggy and Mr. 


Montague had come into the 
room. Till then, Miſs Bemont 
had not had time or power to 
ſpeak: ſhame and confuſion at 


being ſo looſely clad, and ſur- 
prize at the attempt that had been 
made upon her honour, ſo far 


overcame her, that ſhe could only 
beg, in faltering terms, their . 8 


don and their patience: - 


* 


Mr. Montague ſat down by 
her, when a little recovering her- 
ſelf, ſhe: gave an account, with 


as much decency as the caſe 
would 


0 LBS — 
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* 
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would admit, of the whole af- 
fair. 


Various were their conjectures 


of the perſon who ſhould make 


ſuch an atrocious attempt. How- 
ever Mr. Montague aſſured her, 


he would ſpare no pains or coſt, 


firſt to find the party, then to 


revenge her cauſe. Upon ſearch- 


ing they found the ſtair-caſe ſaſh 
was up, and footſteps appeared 
acroſs the walk; however, for 


better ſecurity during Sophia's 


abſence, Miſs Bemont's bed was 
removed into a room achoming t to 
Mr. Montague. 


The 


1 
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. The next day Sir Thomas 

L- called, according to his 

3 and received that wel- 
come from Mr. Oliver which al- 
ways accompanies diſtintereſted 
regard. Fanny was indiſpoſed 
from the fright ſhe had been in, 
and Peggy from a different cauſe; 
ſo the gentlemen were obliged to 
entertain themſelves. 


Before Sir Thomas took leave, 
he requeſted Mr. Oliver to be- 
come an advocate for him with 
Miſs Sophia Bemont. For 
from that fatal day, or rather 
happy one,” faid he, that we 
met, 1 loved her.” 5 


Hoy 
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How came you then,“ ſaid 
Mr. Oliver ſmiling, * firſt to ad- 
dreſs her ſiſter ? 


41 "i her firſt, N replied Sir 
Thomas, and after that, mad 
with paſſion at being rejected, 
and fired with revenge, I would 
have enjoyed them both; but you 


5 8 


ce No more of that, Sir Tho- 
as, ſaid Mr. Oliver; but 
ſpeak for yourſelf, ſhe is now at 

Brighthelmſtone, the place and 
time will favour your addreſſes, 
and I dare ſay you will ſucceed.” | - 


64 No,” : 


487 Oh, top,” laid Mr. Oliver, 
e half of that, in ſincerity, is 
quite enough. I will; try to do 
my beſt for you, and let you 
know my ſucceſs. Mean time I 
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biete Nei! replied! Sir? Thomas, 
young as ſhe is, there is fome- 


thing ſo reſerved; though affable ; 


fo ſenſible, though lively; as with 
conſgiouſneſs of her beauty, gives 
hen ſuch an air of conſequence, 
that I cannot expreſs. to: her. how 
ardently J love her. My fortune, 
life, and ſoul ſhall all be at her 
N command; and e 


would adviſe you to apply to her, 


but do not mention your inten- 
tions to any other, till you have 


2” mer 
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5 her conſent ; as after that is Ob- 
tained, you may be ſure you beg ; 
ſucceed with Mr: bee 8 
5 ei Fa 3 lit 
"Sip" Thomas had no W f 
taken his leave and ſet out, than 
Mr. Montague pronounced him 1 
the man who had made the late F 
attempt on Fanny; as every cit- 1] 
cumſtance, he affirmed, - corrobo- 
rated to make it e 
Mr. Oliver, welt RY every. . 
ground to believe Sir Thomas 
ſincere, from bis frank confeſſion 
of his paſt errors, joined to the 
declaration of his. affection for 
Sophia, (a particular unknown to 
Mr. — was very warm 


* 8 an 
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in defence of the honour of 
friend: And fir,” added he, 
« as I expe& him again, if you 
have any objection to his callin g 
here, I will meet him at Mr. Wil- 
liams's, as no company of mine 
| ſhall offend you.” 


* * 
— 


.« You are warm,” ſaid Mr. 
Montague, I have no o 
to any but him; but every one 


who eſteems my Fanny, may 
ſuppoſe I cannot entertain in 
friendſhip one who would have 


imagine 1 St wy ; ee for 
her, 
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her, by receiving into friendſhip 
her penitent offender. Nay, 1 


will be bold to ſay, put botli to 
the trial, he will do as much to 


protect her honour as Mr. Mon- 


ö h himſelf.” 


Fanny finding the Alpa be- 


gan to run high, and apprehen- 


ſive of danger, if a N en- 


ſued, 4406 oma 


5:96 For Wer 8 a 90 
men, ſaig ſhe, © do not contend 


about a poor unhappy girl, who 


is deſtitute of all paternal pro- 
tection. Mr. Montague has been 
father, brother, and friend to mne 


* and 
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and to my ſiſter. I know no dif- 
ference in m du and op. 


* 


, 5 cc And. as to you, lic,” dreſs 


* Mr. Oliver, © as a guardian 


of my honour, I muſt and do re- 
gard you. But pray lay aſide 


every fear and miſunderſtanding; ; 


I. hope nothing more will hap- 
pen to, occaſion a reſumption of 
the ſubject. Come, let us go to 
ſupper, and then to reſt, Which 


8 


